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 It takes a village is an idiom that means many people must cooperate to achieve a goal. Usually, quoting the idiom it 
takes a village is used to indicate that one is acknowledging other peoples’ roles in the success of a project.  The success 
of the IAFPD 77th Annual Conference held June 21, 2021 in Champaign is the outcome of many meetings, people, 
visions and planning decisions made by volunteers who strive to make a difference.  Thank you to each and every person 
who contributed to the success of this momentous event that allowed members to gather again, complete the trustee 
training and learn about several other emerging issues.  We successfully accomplished many objectives while exploring 
a new location, an exceptional venue and a few new meeting concepts.  
 All conference photography is accredited to a freelance photographer, Katrina Mann who is also a friend to IAFPD 
via her professional career as the Training Specialist at the Illinois Fire Service Institute.
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About the Cover:  

My name is Jordan Rodriguez. As a burn survivor, I never want anyone to go through what my family 
has gone through. My twin brother and I were burned in a house fire when we were 4 years old. 
While the rest of the family escaped without physical harm, my brother received burns on 43% of 
his body; 80% of my body was burned. We had many surgeries and spent months in the hospital. 
There was a mental toll to the fire as well. While growing up, I was bullied and often felt left out. Our 
mother was devastated and our older brother still deals with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

When I was a young man, I saw a demonstration that compared a fire in a sprinklered room versus  a 
fire in an unsprinklered room. I was upset because I realized that life would have been different for my 
family if our home had fire sprinklers. I was upset because I know how many homes and apartments 
do not have fire sprinklers. Now I am committed to being the biggest advocate I can be. 

The first time I saw how a fire  
sprinkler worked, I was a little upset ... 

@ 2021 Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board.  All rights reserved.  A non-for-profit organization. 
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You can directly impact your community’s efforts to reduce fire risks by adopting and 
enforcing the latest codes that require fire sprinklers in all buildings. A fire can become 

deadly in less than two minutes. Fire sprinklers are the only technology that can actively 
prevent a fire from becoming deadly, protecting occupants and firefighters.
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NEVER FORGET
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