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Moving Forward 
During Uncertainty

By Cheri Breneman
Association Administrator

n a matter of three short months, 
our lives, state, nation and world has 
been thoroughly disrupted while 

dealing with a crisis unlike any other.  
We have altered our routines, gained 
an understanding of essential and non-
essential services, and are learning to live 
without hugs, handshakes or in-person 
gatherings.  We are also witnessing the 
powerful impact of COVID-19 has made 
with our healthcare professionals, hospital 
systems, emergency responders, the 
economy and state leaders as they make 
decisions, they never imagined. 
 I feel fortunate to still have a job.  I 
am thankful for high-quality internet in 
a home with three teenage students.  I 
am blessed with a resilient family who is 
observing many new firsts while facing the 
challenges that coincide with a shelter in 
place order.        
 As for IAFPD, the cancelled meetings 
and events,  including the Annual 
Conference in June, have created new 
projects, validated the importance of 
effective communication and presented 
an opportunity to explore ways we 
can continue serving the needs of our 
members. 
 For example as mentioned in the 
President’s message, we transitioned the 
annual trustee training session planned 
for Cherry Valley FPD to a live video 
conference using the popular Zoom online 
meeting app.  Our members were still 
able to attend the program as scheduled, 
see attorneys Shawn Flaherty & James 
Wargo and view their slideshow.  Most 
important, they learned about the many 
legal and legislative changes for fire 
districts, including COVID related issues. 

some research to learn how to conduct 
meetings safely, legally and effectively.  
As you read this publication, you will find 
some tips and guidelines to be of some 
assistance with this new norm.  
 Moving forward, our focus continues 
to be on the safety and well-being of our 
members and their fire personnel as well.  
You can count on IAFPD to support the 
efforts that provide proper PPE, testing 
and other supplies needed to help to 
protect those protecting us. 
 Thank you for recognizing the value in 
your Association while we work together 
on seeing your fire protection district 
through these uncertain times.   n

Notice of 
Cancellation

Stay tuned and be on the lookout for 
information on alternate options that 

allow our members to Check their 
District’s Vision despite the decision to 
cancel the IAFPD Annual Conference!

All was accomplished without violating 
the large-gathering restrictions.  For those 
unable to connect that day, or others who 
have an interest in viewing the informative 
training program, this option is available. 
 As the COVID-19 situation changes 
rapidly, we will continue to share timely 
information, useful resources and new 
developments via email and website posts.  
The COVID resource page has several 
links to other sites and now includes the 
recently recorded video presentation, 
Coping with COVID:  What Members Need to 
Know.  Members may access the program 
for free using their member login.   
 This time has introduced a few 
newcomers to our online learning library 
that contains timely topics in a slightly 
different, but easy-to-use platform.  There 
is an excellent program presented by our 
lobbyist, Brittan Bolin that is available at no 
cost for members.  This webinar shares an 
excellent recap on the legislative process 
and the important role our members can 
have on the work we are doing for fire 
districts.   
 We have other hot topics in the 
planning stage for our online learning 
programs that will be announced via email 
and accessed through the website in the 
weeks ahead. 
 According to many forums of the 
I ll inois and American Societies for 
Association Executives, virtual meeting 
platforms are the most common trend 
for meeting their members educational 
demands when forced to reschedule 
conferences due to social distancing 
guidelines and travel restrictions.   As many 
of our members turn to technology for 
their meeting solutions, we urge you do 


