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Office of the Illinois 
State Fire Marshal
 T h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e 
Illinois State Fire Marshal 
(OSFM) continues to work 
closely with the Governor’s office, Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
and Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) to provide support and 
assistance during the COVID19 statewide 
response. OSFM office and field staff have 
been directed to follow guidance and 
recommendations from the IDPH and 
CDC to help keep them safe and healthy. 
OSFM staff’s health and safety is of upmost 
importance. Plans are in place to help 
keep the agency operational and staff safe 
during the COVID19 pandemic.
 OSFM has teamed up with the 
Governor, IDPH, IEMA, Fire Service 
Agencies and MABAS to protect the 
health and safety of our first responders. 
We are working hard to make sure all 
first responders are aware of and follow 
best practice guidelines and exposure 
control methods.  We are also working to 
ensure that proper PPE is available and 
that first responders are considered a 
priority.  While you are on the front lines 
helping to combat the spread of COVID-19, 
you can be confident that all necessary 
steps are being taken to help you continue 
responding safely and effectively. 
 The OSFM is requesting that all fire 
departments and EMS services notify 
our office of any department members 
currently on quarantine due to COVID-19 
and especially any firefighters that 
have tested positive for COVID-19.   It is 
important that we track these numbers in 
order to ensure mutual aid assistance and 

other resources for affected departments 
as this crisis continues.  Your cooperation 
will help keep fire protection at an effective 
level across the state.  Please send these 
reports to me directly at Matt.Perez@
illinois.gov.   Please continue to follow 
IDPH and CDC guidelines that have been 
sent out previously.  Stay safe and thank 
you for your cooperation.
 OSFM division managers continue to 
remain in constant contact with staff to 
ensure that the service people have come 
to expect from the agency continues. 
At this time, OSFM field staff are only 
conducting outdoor inspections where 
proper social distancing protocols can 
be followed. Healthcare facilities are 
taking top priority at this time. Indoor 
inspections are being prioritized and will 
be addressed once full field staff activities 
resume. Make sure to visit our website 
www.sfm.illinois.gov, as updates will 
be posted in the current focus section 
or by speaking with your contact in the 
proper division. OSFM divisions continue 
to process daily requests as staff are 
working remotely during the COVID-19 
pandemic. All certification testing has 
been postponed until further notice. 
The Personnel Standards and Education 
Division continues to provide updates 
through the firefighter web access portal 
which can also be found on our website. 
Stay Safe and Healthy!
 State Fire Marshal

Illinois Fire 
Chiefs Association
 We l l  w e  m a d e  i t 
through winter and as we 
looked forward to spring, 

A Word from our 
Fire Service Partners

From the Editor:  The following column is intended to provide our readers an update on fire 
service activities from around the state. 
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we have something sprung on us that 
was unexpected and unprecedented – 
COVID-19.
 There is no need for me to go into 
anything in depth, rather I want to let 
you know that the Illinois Fire Chiefs 
Association is providing information on 
our website and though Facebook pages 
that points you in the direction of useful 
information and sites for updates.  Like so 
many of our partners we are encouraging 
our members to participate in the Fire 
Marshals daily survey so that his office 
has an accurate accounting of information 
related to the virus. This will help all of us 
with our overall reporting to the State 
of Illinois Governor’s Office, IDPH and 
provides information for the federal level.
 Our Executive Branch of our board 
meets via conference calls and Zoom 
meetings on a regular basis (daily, weekly 
– whatever is needed) to discuss plans, 
gather info ration and share notes with 
our partners.
 As it has been said “We will all get 
through this together.” With this in mind 
along with communications, planning and 
training we will win and we will revisit the 
best practices so that for whatever comes 
next we will continue to be prepared.
 I would like to thank the entire IAFPD 
for their partnership as we were able to 
deliver 2 programs at the winter gathering. 
Chiefs Forest Reeder and Al Yancey spoke 
to approximately 35 individuals in the 
sessions and for us, this helped to recruit 
a few new members plus reach out for 
additional/future area representatives.
 I would like to thank Cheri, Karrie, 
Ken, Damon and Brett for taking the lead 
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and providing a great event and allowing 
us the IFCA to participate. Our board has 
made a commitment to assist the IAFPD 
whenever possible.
 Our Symposium along with our 
Recruitment/Retention programs have 
been cancelled and have not been 
rescheduled. With regards to Recruitment/
Retention we will be looking to provide our 
program at locations based upon request – 
so if you would like a presentation please 
feel free to contact me and I will put you 
in direct contact with our VCOC Team.  
Please contact me or Chief Al Yancey. 
yanceya@minookafire.com or jgrady3@
illinoisfirechiefs.org
 The IFCA Foundation is in the process 
of reviewing scholarships for fire service 
members. We made a commitment to aid 
with education and certification and we 
will follow through on that. Recipients will 
be notified in May and we will do a formal 
recognition in October at our conference.
Speaking of our conference, we are 
moving forward with planning and 
booking speakers for the 70th Annual IFCA 
Conference which will be held in Peoria 
October 
11-14, 2020. This year we are expecting 
some changes due to the current 
environment and will plan accordingly 
but reset assured we will be in Peoria 
ready to share information. On Tuesday 
October 13, 2020 we will have a special 
Key-Note Speaker; Mr. Chad Williams 
United States Navy proud member of 
Seal Teams 1 & 7. Chad draws upon his 
SEAL Team experiences to communicate 
an instructive perspective on teamwork 
resilience, leadership and self-motivation. 
Chad will share his experience and what 
lead him to his calling as a Navy SEAL 
and a man of faith.  We will have more 
information on our website with the 
programs directly related to the annual 
conference.
 We have established a new committee 
of very strong and driven individuals who 
will be helping us with recognition at 
several levels. The committee is the IFCA 
Past Presidents Committee or as I call them 
Team-IFCAPP!  One of their assignments 
will be to make sure we have proper 
recognition in the areas of Chief Emeritus, 

IFSAP Professional of the Year and IFCA 
Chief of the Year at the Career Volunteer 
and Combination levels. Their goal is to 
get the word out, assist with channeling 
applications from the departments/
districts to the review committees thus 
assuring proper recognition.
Did you know that The IFCA assessment 
team is ready to serve the members of the 
fire service with promotion testing, new 
hire interviews and consulting services?  
If you are currently using our services, 
we thank you and we will continue to 
bring you a professional process.  If you 
have not used our services, please give us 
the opportunity to provide you with our 
services. We feel we will deliver you quality 
and professionalism in every aspect. 
Contact Dave Slivinski our Consulting 
Manager. dslivinski@illinoisfirechiefs.org
  The  IFC A Educat ion-R esearch 
Foundation continues to host a variety of 
Fire Officer Class and new Chief Officers 
programs.  Information is available on our 
website. www.illinoisfirechiefs.org
 If you are interested in IFCA apparel 
and or novelties, please look at Eagle 
Engraving web-site and go to the at the 
top of the page Chief Corner for IFCA items. 
www.eagle-engraving.com
 
IFCA 70th Annual Conference, Peoria IL
October 11–14, 2020
 The National Fallen Firefighter Stair Climb*
Sunday October 11, 2020 @ 10:00am
*Location: Peoria Civic Center
  Our website operates under the 
guidance of Maureen Griseto, Chief John 
Buckley and Chief Larry Moran.  Please look 
at our site to obtain information related to 
the IFCA and The IFCA Education Research 
Foundation. www.illinoisfirechiefs.org
 Every month the IFCA sends out 
a monthly news Hot-Sheet, if you as a 
Trustee would like a copy please ask your 
Chief as he/she should be receiving from 
our IFCA Area Representatives or send me 
a note and we will make sure you are kept 
informed.  Jgrady3@illinoisfirechiefs.org
If you have any questions or need 
information, please do not hesitate in 
contacting me or our IFCA office.  Jgrady3@
illinoisfirechiefs.org 1-847-966-0732.
 Jim Grady III
 Executive Director

Illinois Fire 
Inspectors 
Association
 It is with deep sadness 
that I announce the March 
passing of Lonnie Jackson, retired 
Deputy Fire Chief, Village of Mt. Prospect.

  Lonnie was one of the 
founding members of the 
IFIA serving as Executive 
Director for over 30 years. 
Motivated by the report of 
the National Commission on 
Fire Prevention and Control 

titled, America Burning, Lonnie became a 
pioneer in public fire education. He was a 
contributing author to the first Public Fire 
Education manual, IFSTA 606 First Edition, 
published in 1979. He also served as Vice-
Chairman of the IFSTA 606 Editorial Review 
Committee. Lonnie was a member of the 
Mt. Prospect Fire Dept. when the IFIA was 
formed in the very early 70s – running 
it out of his house in Arlington Heights 
for many years.  If you ever met Lonnie, 
you would not forget him. His work was 
legendary and ground breaking. Due to 
his work with the IFIA, specifically with 
public education, the IFIA created an 
award in his name 2007 to recognize his 
achievements. It is awarded to a person 
who excels in public education.  If you’d 
like to leave a note on the funeral home 
guestbook, it can be done here: https://
www.lowndesfuneralhome.net/obituary/
lonnie-jackson  
 Regarding Covid-19 and the IFIA, as 
you know our annual conference had to 
be cancelled. Additionally, the scheduled 
Fire Inspector, PFLSE class, and the April 
sprinkler basics seminar were cancelled. 
We have hopes to reschedule those in the 
future, but as you would imagine, until 
things settle down, we cannot begin to 
say when that would be. 
  We have heard nothing regarding 
the State Fair in August. As a result, we 
are still planning on participating at the 
Fire Service tent on Aug. 28. Your help is 
desperately needed for this event. It is only 
one day, a Sunday, and we will provide 
entry and parking passes. 
 Once things resume normally, we 
would ask you to simply support us by 
attending our events. One easy way to 
help us is to become a member of the IFIA, 
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if you are not currently one. Membership 
is by department, and is only $95. 
 The International Code Council has 
announced a Call for Committee for the 
2021/2022/2023 code cycle. Applications 
are due June 1, 2020. A brief description 
of each committee is included below. I 
have also included the committee’s scope 
that may be of particular interest to FSMC 
members.

2021/2022 Code Committees
	17 Code Committees, responsible 
for the review and evaluation of code 
change proposals submitted to the 2021 
International Codes
	2021 Group A Code Committees of 
particular interest to FSMC:
o IBC-FS: International Building Code 
(IBC) Fire Safety provisions. Chapters 7, 
8, 9 (partial), 14 and 26. Majority of IBC 
Chapter is maintained by the IFC
o IFC: International Fire Code and 
International Wildland Urban Interface 
Code
 
2021/2022/2023 Code Interpretation 
Committees
	ICC Code Interpretation Committees 
provide technical support for adopting 
jurisdictions by processing official 
interpretations for the International 
Codes. Committee Interpretations 
represent the official position of the 
International Code Council.
	FCIC: Fire Code Interpretation 
Committee. International Fire Code and 
International Wildland-Urban Interface 
Code.
 
2021/2022/2023 Code Correlation 
Committee
	The ICC Code Correlation Committee 
(CCC) is responsible for evaluating 
matters of consistency, coordination and 
format in the International Codes.
	The composition of the CCC is 
limited to ICC Governmental Member 
Voting Representatives
 For additional information or to get 
questions answered contact: 
Karl Fippinger, International Code 
Council  Office: 202.370.1800 x6258
 Robert Morris
 Executive Director, IFIA

Illinois Fire 
Service Institute
State of Illinois Exposure 
Reduction Project 
 The Illinois Fire Service 
Institute in partnership with the Office 
of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM), and 
support from Mutual Aid Box Alarm 
System (MABAS), has developed the State 
of Illinois Exposure Reduction Project. 
This project was funded through OSFM, 
aiming to educate firefighters about the 
best practices for reducing exposure and 
ways to complete preliminary exposure 
reduction (or post-fire decon). As an 
incentive for completing the training, 
departments in the state of Illinois are 
eligible to receive the Preliminary Exposure 
Reduction Kit necessary to complete 
decon at no-cost. To obtain the supplies, 
the department Chief or Training Officer 
must complete each piece of training in 
the training website (https://fsi.illinois.
edu/decon). After completion, instructions 
are provided on how to submit the form to 
request supplies. Distribution of supplies 
will be facilitated by MABAS. 
 As a fire service, we have come to 
understand there is a direct link between 
occupational exposure and cancer, 
emphasizing the need for preliminary 
exposure reduction. Exposure comes 
in the form of airborne contamination 
and particulate present during both 
emergency and training fire responses. 
By-products of combustion such as 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), toxic 
gases, and other particulate are present 
on the fireground, inside and outside of 
a structure, even in the absence of visible 
smoke.   Both emergency responses 
and training evolutions produce some 
level of occupational exposure, but the 
magnitude of exposure depends on a 
number of factors including: size of the 
incident, position/assignment of the 
firefighter, and level of protection from 
PPE. To name a few scenarios, a structure 
fire produces a much higher level of 
exposure to suppression crews than a 
small kitchen fire; interior truck and engine 
companies have greater exposure to the 
by-products of combustion than Incident 
Command or Engineers/Pump Operators; 
and the proper use of appropriate PPE 

throughout the incident (including 
overhaul) can minimize exposure to the 
firefighter during firefighting operations. 
While protecting the firefighter, the 
PPE becomes contaminated, and after 
the incident, improper doffing of the 
PPE can lead to exposure from the very 
contaminants that the gear is designed 
to protect the firefighter from.  
 There are steps that can help to 
reduce the exposure the firefighter 
encounters. Proper donning of PPE prior 
to the incident and continuing to wear full 
PPE throughout the response can ensure 
the gear provides optimal protection. 
After the incident, or after companies 
complete their assignments and proceed 
to rehab, firefighters should go through 
preliminary exposure reduction (post-fire 
decon). Research conducted by the IFSI 
Research team, in partnership with the UL 
Firefighter Safety Research Institute, the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH) and Skidmore College 
evaluated the effectiveness of several 
on-scene decon techniques following 
a 2-bedroom room-and-contents fire. 
The data showed that a wet-soap-scrub 
approach was most effective and able 
to remove 85% of PAHs on the turnout 
gear (Fent, 2017). The full results from 
this study, and all other studies in the 
Cardiovascular and Chemical Exposure 
Series, are available at fsi.illinois.edu/
CardioChemRisks.
 The supplies to assemble in-house 
Preliminary Exposure Reduction Kit are 
commercially available. Each kit includes:
•	 One 5-gallon bucket
•	 One ¾” x 50’ garden hose
•	 One 1 ½” to garden hose reducer
•	 One garden hose pistol grip
•	 Three packs of unscented wipes
•	 One pack of 55-gallon clear trash bags
•	 One 16 oz spray bottle
•	 One 38 oz bottle of Dawn detergent
•	 One long handle scrub brush
 Further instructions on assembling 
your own kit are available on the training 
website (https://fsi.illinois.edu/decon). 
 Dr. Farzaneh Masoud
 Director of Research
 Richard Kesler
 Research Deputy Director
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Community 
Risk Reduction
 There are several members of the 
Illinois Fire Service working together to 
develop a statewide initiative that adopts 
a model program for Community Risk 
Reduction (CRR).  CRR is a process to 
identify and prioritize local risks, followed 
by the integrated and strategic investment 
of resources (emergency response and 
prevention) to reduce their occurrence 
and impact. 
 The IFSI has developed a training 
program that was funded by the OSFM. 
Other associations including IAFPD are 
bringing program information to their 
members to promote the strategies and 
working concepts available through the 
Vision 20/20 program.  

Essentials of Community Risk 
Reduction is an online, free 

course from The Vision 20/20 
Project and IFSTA Resource-One. 

This short course helps you gain a better 
understanding of the importance of 
Community Risk Reduction to the fire 
service and to the community. Being a fire 
fighter is so much more than responding 
to fires and medical emergencies – it is 
helping to make the community a safer 
place to live and work, and this can range 
from teaching fire prevention to pool 
safety.
 Essentia ls  of  Community  Risk 
Reduction  is divided into four modules, 
and when you finish all four you earn 
a Certificate of Completion that helps 
document your professional development.
•	 Module 1: Community Risk Reduction
•	 Module 2: Fire and Burn Prevention
•	 Module 3: Preventing Home Injuries
•	 Module 4: Achieving Model  
 Performance
•	 Module 5: Communications Coach

Why do you need this course?
•	 Home fires have changed – fire is 
faster, much faster
•	 Smoke alarm guidelines have changed 
– one alarm is never enough
•	 Making a home safer includes 
reducing risks, and this can include fires, 
cooking, falls or pool safety, to mention 
a few.

Around the State
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•	 This course can show you how to 
effectively communicate messages that 
resonate with high-risk populations
•	 Discover best practices to reduce 
loss – there is no need to reinvent lessons 
learned by others
•	 Focus on community risks specific to 
the community around your fire station 
and the priority risks throughout your 
entire jurisdiction
•	 Plan and deliver programs that 
measure up with model performance 
measures. Yes, prove your program 
achieves the goal – a safer community.

•	 The Communication Coach module 
gives you tips and resources to help you 
prepare for a Public speaking assignment. 
No need to be terrified – get prepared! 
Find really good materials and get ready 
for your presentation with this module.
 For more information, visit the Vision 
20/20 website at Strategicfire.org and 
create an IFSTA account to get started with 
the online course.   n
 Marvin Hill,  IAFPD Director 
 CRR North Region Represenatative

COST RECOVERY FOR FIRE AND EMS
COVID–19  

SUPPORTING AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS:

                                                                                                        for an invitation to the FEMA Grant Portal.

º Continue to educate yourself and your agency on the current recommendations
related to COVID-19 response and reimbursement

or the 
218 - Support Vehicle/Equipment Inventory
213 - General Message for Requests

º Coordinate your FEMA Request for Public Assistance with your County EMA and IEMA.

Donations

214 - Activity Log

º Documentation can be done using:

Supplies

Personnel
Apparatus usage

Volunteer hours (e.g. CERT members)

ICS Forms:

We encourage all Fire and EMS agencies to seek this nancial support to assist with the 
extraordinary costs associated with the COVID-19 response. While the entirety of the costs may 
not be known yet, we encourage you to consider the following:

Expendable supplies such as disinfectants, medical supplies, PPE, etc.

º Document your COVID-19 related costs including:

º Establish an Incident Action Plan

º Communicate and coordinate with your local, county and state Emergency
Management Agencies

º Document your COVID-19 related responses:

Overtime and backll

These unprecedented times have challenged Fire and EMS agencies to respond to the 
challenges from COVID-19. With these challenges come nancial strain, the increased need for 
personnel, facilities, equipment, supplies and apparatus utilization. Due to the Presidential 
Declaration of Disaster, Fire and EMS agencies are eligible for reimbursement through the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency's Public Assistance Program. 

Public Assistance Program information is available through IEMA
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/LocalEMA/Pages/PublicAssistance.aspx

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/coronavirus/public_assistance_grants.html
Cost Recovery Worksheets available from USFA/FEMA

Contact IEMA at ema.pa.grants@illinois.gov


