Illinois Updates – August 14, 2026

Pritzker, Bailey Speak at Agriculture Forum

Governor JB Pritzker and his Republican opponent Darren Bailey appeared at the Illinois Agricultural Legislative Roundtable this week in Shirley.  The candidates did not appear together but separately made the case to attendees that they would be the best candidate to represent agricultural interests.  Both Pritzker and Bailey expressed support for increasing the estate tax exemption to the higher federal threshold.  Bailey, himself a farmer, claimed real-life experience and said that as governor he would serve as a spokesman for farmers.  Pritzker, who himself owns horse farms claimed that Bailey had done little for farmers during his time in the Illinois General Assembly and only passed two pieces of legislation, neither impacting farmers or agriculture.

Armory is Dedicated for Governor Jim Edgar

In Executive Order 2026-06 issued this week, Governor Pritzker dedicated the Illinois State Armory as the Governor Jim Edgar Armory.  The building dates to 1937 when it was constructed as part of the federal Works Progress Administration to replace the previous facility.  The building is currently in the process of undergoing a $122 million renovation, and when completed will house state agency and Governor’s support staff including the Illinois Department of Central Management Services, the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget.  Edgar, who passed away in September 2025 of pancreatic cancer served as governor from 1991 to 1999.

Seventy-five Bills Signed into Law

Governor Pritzker signed seventy-five bills into law this week, the largest tranche which are typically signed in August.  Bills approved by the governor included legislation to allow ride-share drivers to unionize, and bills pertaining to the federal 340B drug program that will prohibit drug companies from imposing restrictions on the discount drug program.  Also approved was a bill to prevent the construction or operation of federal detention centers near schools, daycares, parks and places of worship and a Higher Education Bill of Rights to protect freedom of speech and assembly for higher ed students.  Under state law the governor has sixty days to act on a bill once it is transmitted by the house of origin.  

Johnson, Katz Muhl Decline Appointment to Sexual Harassment Working Group

Representative Gregg Johnson (D-72, East Moline) and Tracy Katz Muhl (D-57, Northbrook) said this week they are declining appointment to the Workplace Culture and Accountability Working Group recently created by House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch.  The group was created in response to ongoing scrutiny of his office over the handling of sexual harassment allegations.  Johnson said he supported the mission of the working group but was uncomfortable serving along with legislative colleagues who have publicly taken a position regarding Speaker Welch’s conduct.  Katz Muhl explained her decision saying she thought an independent investigation would be preferrable to a working group.  Johnson and Katz Muhl’s announcement follows a similar announcement last week offered by Representative Kelly Cassidy (D-14, Chicago), who was identified as a member of the working group and said that questions she had posed to the Speaker’s office regarding this working group had not been adequately addressed.  

DNC Holds Training in Chicago

The Democratic National Committee will hold Midwest NextWave Regional Bootcamp August 26-28, 2026 in Chicago.  The bootcamp is part of a training program by the committee to develop campaign talent in the Midwest.  Aspiring and current Democratic campaign staff will receive training in organizing, voter registration, data and communications.  The training sessions are structured as Campaigns 101 for newer organizers and Management Track for mid-to-senior level staff.  States eligible to participate in the training are Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.  

Governor Unveils 2026 Butter Cow

Governor JB Pritzker kicked off the Illinois State Fair on Wednesday with the unveiling of the annual butter cow sculpture.  Located in a refrigerated case in the Dairy Building, this year’s butter cow carries out the 2026 Fair’s theme “Miles of Smiles” recognizing the 100th anniversary of historic Route 66.  The sculpture depicts a cow accompanied by a young girl eating ice cream.  Speaking at the unveiling, Illinois Director of Agriculture Jerry Costello II pointed out that the Illinois State Fairgrounds are the only grounds located on Route 66.  This year’s butter cow is the 106th marking a tradition that dates to the nineteen twenties.  

Tyson Closes Joslin Plant

Tyson Foods informed workers at its Joslin, Illinois facility that Thursday would be its last day of operation.  The 2,500 union employees impacted by the closure were told that their last day of work would be Thursday or Friday, and local news media recorded a caravan of vehicles leaving the facility.  The announcement was made as the company said it is closing another facility in Utah and plans to sell a facility in Washington State.  The USDA projects that beef production will fall by 3 percent this year, and Tyson has reported they expect to see operational losses of over $500 million.  
 
Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Nicole Bateman is appointed to the Central Illinois Economic Development Authority.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· August 19, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules

Dates to Remember

· November 17-19, December 1-3 – Fall Veto Session





