Illinois Updates – June 26, 2026

Holmes to Retire

Veteran Senator Linda Holmes (D-42, Aurora) announced this week that she would be retiring at the end of her term and removing her name from the November general election ballot.  Holmes, who has multiple sclerosis, said in her announcement that the decision was based on advice from her physicians.  She served in the upper chamber for twenty years after a career in the home remodeling industry.  Holmes cited passage of the Medical Aid in Dying bill as her signature legislative accomplishment, but also listed her work on animal rights legislation and unemployment and workers’ compensation issues as work she took pride in.

Giannoulias Receives Cap-Breaking Contribution

Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias received a contribution of $250,000 from Operating Engineers 150, effectively breaking the caps in his reelection race.  The powerful union made a similar contribution during the March primary to Giannoulias.  Amid speculation that his goal is to run for Mayor of Chicago, state election law allows the transfer of funds from one campaign fund to another, meaning Giannoulias could in theory accept even larger donations for a mayoral run.  The incumbent is expected to easily defeat his Republican opponent for Secretary of State Diane Harris.  In related news, Congressman Mike Quigley will make his official announcement for mayor this weekend with a campaign kick-off event in the city’s Uptown neighborhood this Saturday and former Chicago Housing Authority Chair Matt Brewer announced his candidacy this week.  

ADM Invests in Modernizing Decatur Facilities

ADM announced this week that the company will invest $103 million to modernize their national headquarters based in Decatur.  The changes will create fifty new jobs in addition to the nearly one-thousand jobs at the Decatur facilities.  The investment is made in conjunction with the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Illinois’ Economic Growth Plan.  Archer-Daniels-Midland (ADM) was formed 85 years ago and converts corn and soybeans into ingredients, fuel and nutrition products for humans and livestock.  The company was previously headquartered in Minneapolis, moving to Illinois in 1969 to be closer to its main soybean processing facility.

Biss to Resign Ahead of November Election

Evanston Mayor Daniel Biss said this week that he will resign as mayor on October 18, 2026, which will allow for a special election for his replacement in the spring.  Biss is a former state senator and the Democratic candidate for the 9th Congressional District, emerging from a crowded primary for the chance to replace Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky.  According to rules for special elections set by the Illinois State Board of Elections, Biss would need to resign by that date to allow the special election to move forward.  

ICJIA Announces Grants

The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority this week released over $50 million to 147 grantees through its Restore, Reinvest, and Renew (R3) Program.  The program, which is partially funded by taxes on recreational cannabis sales, is intended to invest in programs in communities disproportionately impacted by systemic racism and the war on drugs.  Grantees include organizations that support reentry from the justice system, economic development, youth development and violence prevention.  This year’s award is the fourth cohort of the program, which has made over $290 million in grants since R3’s inception in 2021.  The R3 program prioritizes organizations with operating budgets of less than $2 million to ensure equity.  

Supreme Court Hires Disability Attorney

The Supreme Court and the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts issued a press release regarding the hiring of a Title II ADA Compliance Attorney, a newly
created position established to ensure the Illinois courts comply with disability laws.  The attorney, Anna Hurst, will be charged with making sure the judicial branch meets the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Illinois Human Rights Act.  In her new role, Hurst will provide technical assistance, training and policy guidance to courts throughout Illinois and support statewide efforts to ensure equal access to court services for people with disabilities.

Chicago Debates Video Gaming

The Chicago City Council had a robust debate on Wednesday regarding the implementation of video gaming terminals in the city.  Opponents of the gaming expansion including Bally’s Casino said that the move was in direct conflict with assurances given to Bally’s during negotiations to build a casino in Chicago.  Mayor Brandon Johnson opposes video gaming and was pushing an ordinance that would ban it over the objections of several members of the city council who pointed out that the revenues that would be generated had already been accounted for in the city’s budget.  One alternative floated by opponents was to allow video gaming terminals at O’Hare and Midway terminals.  

Bailey Drops Petition Challenge

Republican lieutenant governor candidate Aaron Del Mar has dropped his petition challenge of independent gubernatorial candidate Collin Corbett.  Bailey’s campaign had challenged 20,000 of the 37,000-plus signature submitted by Corbett, but the Illinois State Board of Elections found that at least 27,000 signatures were valid meeting the threshold to make the ballot.  Bailey had sought to eliminate Corbett, a former Republican political strategist over concerns his candidacy would pull Republican support from his campaign.  The State Board of Elections has a higher petition requirement for independent candidates.

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· J. Randal Wexler is reappointed to the Illinois Finance Authority.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.



