Illinois Updates – May 22, 2026

Salvi Out as Republican Chair

The Illinois Republican State Central Committee voted unanimously on Monday to elect former DuPage County Auditor Bob Grogan as Party Chair, replacing Kathy Salvi who had led the party since 2024.  Salvi previously ran against U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth in 2022.  Grogan, who served as DuPage County Auditor from 2008-2020 takes the helm of a rapidly shrinking Republican party.  Data shows that 222,000 fewer people voted in the 2026 Illinois Republican primary than in 2024, and the Chicago collar counties, once a bastion of the Republican party, have seen a precipitous drop in Republican voters.  

Consumer Groups Push Back on Rate Increase

Multiple consumer advocacy groups are objecting to a proposed rate increase sought by Nicor Gas.  The Citizens Utility Board (CUB), the Illinois Interest Research Group (IPIRG) and the Environmental Defense Fund are calling on the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) to reduce the utility’s request by 80 percent or $178 million.  If enacted, customers could see their monthly bills increase by approximately $6 per month.  Advocates say that Nicor has raised rates five times over the last nine years and Nicor’s parent company has earned over $30 billion in the same period while also giving lavish executive bonuses.  The ICC is expected to rule on the request in November.  

DCEO Announces Manufacturing Expansion in Centralia

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) announced this week that Intermountain Electronics would make a $15 million investment into their Centralia manufacturing facility driving the creation of sixty new jobs.  Intermountain, a manufacturer of heavy electrical equipment and engineered power solutions, currently employs 140 workers in Centralia.  The expansion is supported by the state’s Reimagining Energy and Vehicles REV program administered by DCEO.  Intermountain’s expansion will speed production of power distribution units or PDUs, which are critical infrastructure components that support renewable energy integration and artificial intelligence.  

Governor, Mayor Trade Barbs Over Bears

Governor JB Pritzker and Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson have had an extended exchange via press coverage over their respective plans for a potential Chicago Bears stadium.  Johnson recently floated a plan to have Chicago take over the Illinois Sports Facilities Board to facilitate keeping the team in the city proper.  When asked during a press availability this week, Pritzker spoke critically of the Mayor’s plan saying that the team did not want to build in Chicago and the only viable options for a new stadium were suburban Arlington Heights or Hammond, Indiana.   Pritzker characterized Johnson’s plan as lacking details and criticized him for coming late to the stadium negotiations.  Pritzker’s comments are consistent with remarks made by NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell this week who listed Arlington Heights and Hammond as the two locations under consideration.

Cook County Judge Rejects Request for Special Prosecutor

A Cook County judge this week rejected a request by a coalition of elected officials, attorneys, advocates and journalist to appoint a special prosecutor to pursue charges against federal agents’ misconduct during the Operation Midway Blitz immigration crackdown last fall.  The coalition argued in their suit that Cook County State’s Attorney Eileen O’Neill Burke had a conflict of interest due to close association with the federal government on gun law enforcement and could not effectively pursue charges on behalf of residents harmed by Operation Midway Blitz.  The State’s Attorney’s office responded that they did not have a conflict and could only serve in a supporting role on charges brought by a law enforcement agency.  In a related development the Illinois State Police has initiated an investigation into the death of Silverio Villegas Gonzalez who was fatally shot during an encounter with a U.S. Immigration agent in Franklin Park in September.  

Illinois Make Case for First Primary

A delegation of Illinois politicians will travel to Washington DC next week to make a case that Illinois should hold the first Democratic primary in 2028.  The delegation will be led by House Deputy Majority Leader Lisa Hernandez (D-2, Cicero) who serves as the Chair of the Illinois Democratic party.  The delegation points to Illinois as a state that is urban, suburban and rural providing a geographic diversity as well as the state’s transportation infrastructure that would ease travel by presidential candidates.  In 2023 the DNC changed the date of the South Carolina primary to become the first in the state, ahead of previous calendar leaders Iowa and New Hampshire.  The decision of the DNC’s Rules and Bylaws committee may be impacted by a proposal by South Carolina lawmakers to redistrict the state to eliminate its single Democratic congressional district currently held by Congressman Jim Clyburn.  If the Illinois delegation is successful, the Illinois Democratic primary would likely move up one month from March to February.

Pritzker Issues Executive Order on Aging Plan

Governor Pritzker issued Executive Order 2026-5 on Wednesday which outlines the state’s plan to implement a multisector plan to support healthy aging.  The EO creates the EngAging Illinois Multisector Plan for Aging Commission and comes after the administration released its multisector plan on aging earlier this year.  The order directs Illinois to join thirteen other states designated by AARP as “Age Friendly” or states that promote healthy aging.  The commission will bring together leaders across government, healthcare, housing, transportation, and community organizations and will include appointees, state agency secretaries and directors and legislators and will be provided with administrative support from the Illinois Department on Aging.  

Senate Passes AI Package

The Illinois Senate approved a package of bills intended to regulate the use of artificial intelligence over multiple sectors this week, sending the legislation to the House.  Modeled on similar measures enacted in California and New York, the legislation attempts to fill an oversight void at the federal level.  The key provision is a bill that would require independent third-party audits of AI companies, contained in Senate Bill 315.  The legislation was supported by Anthropic and OpenAI, two of the leading ventures in AI and respective creators of AI tools Claude and ChatGPT.  The bill passed the Senate with bipartisan support.  At the same time Illinois lawmakers are acting to provide guardrails around the emerging technology, the White House canceled a planned executive order to establish a voluntary oversight system of AI models amid pushback from industry leaders.  

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Ama Addai is reappointed to the Capital Development Board.
· Jennifer Saba is appointed to the Commission on Discrimination and Hate Crimes.
· Heather Steans is reappointed to the Illinois Sports Facilities Authority.
· Chynna Hampton is reappointed to the Illinois Workforce Innovation Board.
· Karen Stallman is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Jha’Shaira Farmer is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Mayra Kahn is reappointed to the Workers’ Compensation Medical Fee Advisory Board.
· Michael Macellaio is reappointed to the Workers’ Compensation Medical Fee Advisory Board.
· Dr. Preston Wolin is reappointed to the Workers’ Compensation Medical Fee Advisory Board.
· Corinne Briscoe is appointed to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board.
· Michael Burns is appointed to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board.
· Emery Lindsay is appointed to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board.
· Stephanie Love-Patterson is appointed to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board.
· Melissa Rollins is appointed to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· June 16, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules

Dates to Remember

· May 22, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 31, 2026 - Adjournment
