Illinois Updates – May 15, 2026

Illinois Unemployment is Up

According to data released this week by the Illinois Department of Employment Security, unemployment rates are up in Illinois over the same period in 2025.   Joblessness increased by .5 percent over March 2025 at a rate of 5.1 percent.  Data included non-farm jobs and shows that Illinois’ unemployment is rising at a higher rate than the national average.  Trade, transportation and utility jobs showed the largest decreases, while jobs in private education and healthcare have increased.  Geographically, Springfield and Decatur lost jobs by the highest percentage statewide – 3 percent – and Champaign/Urbana and Lake County saw job growth.

Senate Files Artificial Intelligence Package

Senate Democratic caucus members filed a package of legislation Monday intended to provide protection and guardrails around the use of artificial intelligence.  Contained in amendments to eight Senate bills, the package includes measures to require large AI developers to provide third-party annual audits detailing their plans to counter catastrophic risks posed by their models, a bill to protect at-risk teens from engaging with chat bots during mental health crises, a measure to increase transparency around the use of chat bots in customer service, protections against the sale of consumer data and a bill to prohibit the use of AI to purchase excessive tickets to entertainment and sporting events for resale.  

Cook County Found Liable for Tax Sale Losses

A federal judge this week ruled that Cook County is liable to repay residents who lost their homes in tax sale proceeding for the equity of the homes.  The ruling comes three years after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a similar tax sale structure in the state of Minnesota was unconstitutional.  The Illinois General Assembly acted this spring to delay tax sales while waiting on guidance from the courts.  Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas, who has strongly supported tax sale reform, said the ruling by U.S. District Judge Matthew Kennelly will cost the county hundreds of millions of dollars.  Kennelly characterized that as an overstatement, estimating the repayments will cost the county approximately $14 million annually.

Garcia Earns Progressive Endorsement

Democratic congressional candidate Patty Garcia was endorsed by the political arm of the Congressional Progressive Caucus this week in her race to replace U.S. Congressman Jesus “Chuy” Garcia (no relation) in the 4th Congressional District.  Congressman Garcia announced his decision to retire shortly before petition filing ended for the primary election, drawing criticism for engineering the placement of his chief of staff Patty Garcia on the ballot.  Multiple candidates who would have entered the primary are now running as independents in the November election, including Alderman Byron Sigcho-Lopez, Lyons Mayor Chris Getty and Mayra Macias, who recently was endorsement by Planned Parenthood.  

Financial Forecasts Remain Stable Going into Budget Talks

Revised revenue estimates calculated by the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget (GOMB) and the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability (COGFA) were substantially the same as estimates made in February at the time of the Governor’s proposed budget.  Both forecasting agencies have estimated that FY 2027 revenue estimates will exceed $55 billion.   Deputy Governor Andy Manar issued a statement that with limited revenue growth, the state has little flexibility in approving spending levels beyond those in the Governor’s introduced budget.  COGFA cited slower sales tax collections, the absence of a tax amnesty program that generated additional dollars in FY 2026 and growing economic insecurity related to federal budget cuts.

IDPH Reports Hantavirus Case

The Illinois Department of Public Health reports that an individual in Winnebago County has contracted hantavirus.  The virus, which is spread through rodent droppings, was responsible for a recent outbreak linked to a cruise ship originating in South America.  IDPH said that the person was infected with the North American strain of the virus, as opposed to the Andes strain responsible for infecting the cruise passengers.  The Department said that the person exhibited mild symptoms and was recovering, and that the North American strain cannot be transmitted from human to human.  The last reported case of hantavirus in Illinois was recorded in March 2025.

Pritzker Calls on Lutnick to Release Broadband Funds

Governor JB Pritzker sent a letter to U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick this week asking the federal government to release funding allocated to Illinois for broadband access improvement.  The funds were appropriated in 2023 by the Broadband Equity Access and Deployment Act (BEAD), with Illinois receiving approximately $1 billion from the program’s overall budget of $42.5 billion.  Under the original provisions of the program states were required to submit a five-year plan to the U.S. Department of Commerce that identified underserved communities.  Illinois and California, both deeply blue states, are the only states that have not received funding, drawing claims of political backlash from the current administration.  Pritzker said that the state was considering all options to obtain release of the money including legal action.

Senate Republicans Push Property Tax Relief

Members of the Senate Republican caucus held a press conference this week to discuss a package of bills intended to provide property tax relief to Illinois residents and particularly senior citizens.  Senators Sally Turner (R-44, Lincoln), Chris Balkema (R-53, Dwight) and Senator Craig Wilcox (R-32, Woodstock) have filed legislation that would increase taxes on solar and wind farms to provide property tax relief, a bill to make it easier for residents 65 and older to get a homestead exemption and a bill that would provide that homeowners 64 and older who own their homes outright would not have to pay property taxes.  Senator Balkema pointed out that his bill to automate extension of homestead exemptions has already been implemented in Grundy County.

Senate Passes Home Insurance Safeguards

The Illinois Senate passed legislation this week that would prohibit companies selling home insurance from increasing premiums by more that 10% without providing sixty days’ notice to insureds.  House Bill 4273, sponsored by Representative Thaddeus Jones (D-29, South Holland) and Senator Michael Hastings (D-19, Frankfort) is in response to dramatic increases in Illinois homeowner insurance rates over the past few years.  The bill will also ban cost-shifting or the practice of raising rates in a state due to losses or high-payouts in other states and prohibits policies that are excessive, inadequate or unfairly discriminatory.  The new law will be administered by the Illinois Department of Insurance.  Representatives of the insurance industry opposed the measure and claim that increased regulation may result in higher premiums.

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· David Bennett is reappointed to the Amusement Ride and Attraction Safety Board.
· Mark Chatham is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Christina Herrmann is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Lisa Hess is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Ronald Kaempfe is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Joseph Luechtefeld is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Christopher Kattenbrake is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Donna Richter is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.
· Joseph Stukenberg is reappointed to the Kaskaskia Regional Port District Board.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· June 16, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules

Dates to Remember

· May 8, 2026 – House and Senate Committee deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 22, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 31, 2026 - Adjournment
