Illinois Updates – March 6, 2026

Mendoza Endorses Kim for Comptroller

Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza endorsed Lake County Treasurer Holly Kim on Monday, the first day of early voting for the March 17, 2026 general primary.  Describing Kim as a mentee, Mendoza said that Kim was a proven fiscal watchdog and had served on Mendoza’s Bank on Illinois Commission.  The move comes as Kim along with candidates State Representative Stephanie Kifowit and State Senator Karina Villa are questioning the independence of State Representative Margaret Croke, a former employee of Governor JB Pritzker who has been endorsed by the Governor.  

Pritzker Solicits Help for U.S. Citizens

In a letter to U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Governor JB Pritzker asks the State Department to assist U.S. citizens stranded in the Middle East due to the United States’ and Israel’s war on Iran.  The letter urged the State Department to provide clear guidance to citizens and called for the commission of charter flights and use of military aircraft to get residents back to the United States.  The letter followed a virtual meeting held Tuesday between representatives of the Department, governors of multiple states and members of Congress who are fielding many calls for travel assistance.

Lawmakers Call for Illinois Epstein Commission

State Representative Abdelnasser Rashid filed House Bill 5723 this week to create the Illinois Epstein Files Investigation Commission as an investigatory and advisory commission to investigate matters related to Jeffrey Epstein's network with a nexus to Illinois.  The bill would create a bi-partisan commission charged with examining the files for crimes committed by Epstein and associates that victimized Illinois citizens.  Rashid was joined at a press conference regarding the legislation by State Representative Anne Stava and State Senator Gabriela Guzman.  The body would have subpoena power for its investigations, which would be referred to the attorney general’s office. An initial report would be expected within 12 months of the body meeting.

Chicago a Finalist for Democratic Convention

Chicago has been announced as one of five cities that are finalists to host the 2028 Democratic National Convention.  Chicago hosted the last DNC convention held in 2024.  Other cities being considered are Atlanta, Boston, Denver and Philadelphia.  The party’s Technical Advisory Group will visit each city and assess the city’s democratic values and their ability to bring new and innovative approaches to hosting such a large political gathering.  Governor JB Pritzker played a major role in bringing the convention to Chicago in 2024 and has stated he is eager to repeat as a host.



Chicago Named Top Metro Area for Business Growth

The Chicagoland region was named the top U.S. metropolitan area for corporate siting and relocations for the 13th year in a row by Site Selection Magazine.  According to Site Selection, Chicago saw 223 corporate expansions, projects and new entrants in 2025 generating $1.7 billion in annual earnings.  Major business expansions include Hexware Technologies, Hollywood Casino Joliet, Fortune Brands Innovations and a new Amazon distribution center in suburban Bolingbrook.

IML Pushes for Funds to be Restored

At a Springfield press conference this week, representatives of the Illinois Municipal League voiced criticism of Governor JB Pritzker’s FY 2027 budget proposal, which recommends reducing municipalities’ share of the state Local Government Distributive Fund from the current distribution of 6.47 percent to 6.28 percent.  The current IML President, Sheila Chalmers-Currin, said that municipalities have seen their share of the LGDF reduced by 40 percent over the last decade.  The IML also spoke against Pritzker’s call to override local zoning ordinances in support of housing development, claiming that local leaders can make better decisions for their constituents.

Rose Appointed to Senate Republican Leadership

Senator Chapin Rose (R-51, Champaign) has been appointed to the Senate Republican Leadership team.  In announcing the appointment, Senate Republican Leader John Curran pointed to Rose’s role as the caucus’s chief budget negotiator and record of public service.  Rose served in the Illinois House from 2003-2012 and has served in the Senate since 2013.  In his new leadership role, he will serve as Minority Caucus Whip.

Bost Endorses Dabrowski

Tracy Bost, wife of Congressman Mike Bost (R-Murphysboro) announced her endorsement this week of Ted Dabrowski in the Republican primary for Governor.  While the Congressman himself has not endorsed a candidate, his wife’s declaration is considered an implicit endorsement in the race.  Republican candidate Darren Bailey challenged Bost in the Republican primary for the 12th Congressional district in 2024, a contest that Bost won by a narrow margin.  

Illinois Joins States in Tariff Lawsuit

Illinois joined two dozen states this week in filing a lawsuit against the federal government over improperly assessed import taxes following the Supreme Court’s rejection of the Trump Administration tariffs last month.  The lawsuit claims that the federal government cannot use the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), the rationale ruled against by SCOTUS Last month.  After that ruling, the administration attempted to reimpose the tariffs under Section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974.  Some legal experts say that the administration is on stronger ground under Section 122.  States joining the lawsuit in addition to Illinois include Connecticut, Colorado, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin, Kentucky and Pennsylvania.

DeWitte Endorses in Primary Race

Sen. Don DeWitte (R- St. Charles) has endorsed Jessica Breugelman in the Republican primary race to replace him over Danielle Penman.  DeWitte had previously declined to endorse although his campaign had provided contributions to Breugelman.  DeWitte said his position had changed based on information that Penman had voted in five Democratic primary elections since 2009.  Penman responded that she had been raised in a Democratic Chicago household but that her status as a Republican reflects her true views.  The race is expected to be a Tier 1 contest in the fall general election.

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Destiny Lednicky is appointed to the Illinois Affordable Housing Commission.
· Dr. Jonah Rice is appointed to the Illinois State Museum Board.
· George Weller is appointed Public Administrator and Public Guardian in Vermilion County.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· March 24, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules

Dates to Remember

· March 13, 2026 – Senate Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· March 17, 2026 – General Primary Election.
· March 27, 2026 – House Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· April 17, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline.
· May 8, 2026 – House and Senate Committee deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 22, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 31, 2026 - Adjournment
