Illinois Updates – March 20, 2026

2026 General Primary Results

With most results in, the 2026 general primary was notable for its many competitive primaries, the byproduct of the impending retirement of U.S. Senator Dick Durbin and U.S. Representatives Danny Davis and Jan Schakowsky.  The openings at the top of the ticket have had a domino effect on Democratic primaries, with members of Congress running for Senate, and state legislators and other politicians running for down-ballot races.  

The primary was also notable for the heavy presence of independent expenditure committees, also known as “dark money.”  Four constituencies made significant contributions to Democratic primary candidates:  Artificial Intelligence, sports betting interests, proponents of cryptocurrency and the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) who alone poured $22 million into multiple Democratic congressional races with mixed results.  The outside spending produced mixed results with only a 50 percent return for AIPAC and equally uneven performance for other dark money interests.

The primary also will be considered a significant win for Governor JB Pritzker.  In addition to running unopposed in the Democratic gubernatorial primary, Pritzker’s endorsements and support helped his Lt. Governor win the contested primary for retiring U.S. Senator Dick Durbin’s seat and propelled State Representative Margaret Croke to become the Democratic nominee for State Comptroller.

In addition to top of the ticket races, 39 state Senate seats were up for election, and all 118 House seats were in play.  While there are generally candidates running on both sides of the ticket for these legislative races, sixteen Senate candidates ran unopposed in the primary and 50 House candidates ran unopposed.  Additionally, many candidates unopposed in the primary do not have challengers in the November general election.  

U.S. Congress:

· U.S. Senate - In what was essentially a three-way race between Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi, Congresswoman Robin Kelly and Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton, Stratton prevailed over Krishnamoorthi, who had a lead in fundraising.  Stratton performed well in the city of Chicago and racked up more votes than expected in the Chicago suburbs and downstate.  On the Republican side, Don Tracy will be the Senate candidate.

· 2nd Congressional District – With Robin Kelly opting to run for the U.S. Senate seat, her seat became open.  Cook County Commissioner Donna Miller overcame State Senators Robert Peters and Willie Preston and Jesse Jackson Jr. to become the Democratic nominee.  Miller was one of the two winning candidates supported by AIPAC.

· 7th Congressional District – Retiring Congressman Danny Davis endorsed State Representative LaShawn Ford to replace him.  He faced multiple candidates including Chicago City Treasurer Melissa Conyears-Ervin.  Ford was the winner despite large contributions by AIPAC for Conyears-Ervin.

· 8th Congressional District – Krishnamoorthi’s candidacy for the U.S. Senate created another open congressional seat.  Former Congresswoman Melissa Bean vied for the spot against multiple Democratic candidates including Dan Tully and Junaid Ahmed.  Bean will be the nominee and was also a beneficiary of AIPAC spending.  Jennifer Davis will be the Republican nominee.

· 9th Congressional District – The opening created by Schakowsky’s retirement set up one of the largest Democratic primary races, including current State Senators Laura Fine and Mike Simmons and State Representative Hoan Huynh.  The three front-runners included Evanston Mayor (and former State Senator) Dan Biss, Fine, and political commentator Kat Abughazaleh.  Biss pulled out the win, with Abughazaleh in second place. 

State Constitutional Offices:

· Governor – In the contest between previous Republican candidate Darren Bailey, DuPage County Sheriff James Mendrick, Ted Dabrowski and Rick Heidner, Bailey’s name recognition will set him up for another contest against Governor JB Pritzker.  Bailey has pledged to focus his campaign on the Chicagoland region, and to do more listening to constituents than in his previous race.  

· Attorney General – Incumbent Democrat Kwame Raoul ran unopposed in his primary.  He will face Republican Bob Fioretti in November.

· Secretary of State – Democrat Alexi Giannoulias ran unopposed in the primary, although he is widely believed to be positioning himself as a candidate for Mayor of Chicago.  Republican Diane Harris won a contested primary for the nomination.

· State Comptroller – State Representative Margaret Croke overcame challenges from State Senator Karina Villa, State Representative Stephanie Kifowit and Lake County Treasurer Holly Kim to become the Democratic nominee.

· Treasurer – Incumbent Michael Frerichs did not have an opponent in the Democratic primary and will run unopposed in the November general election.





State Legislative Races:

· House District 12 – In the race to replace Comptroller candidate Representative Margaret Croke, Paul Kendrick earned the nomination beating Litcy Kurisinkal, Karim Lakhani, and Mac Lehubn.

· House District 13 – In the Democratic race to replace Hoan Huynh, James O’Brien, former lobbyist Adam Braun and veteran Demi Palacek saw the most spending and political activity in this race.  Palacek pulled out the win overcoming Braun’s fundraising lead.  

· House District 34 – In an open seat created by the retirement of Majority Leader Nick Smith, Aja Kearney was supported by House Democratic Leader Marcus Evans and candidate Cleopatra Cowley was supported by Senate Democratic Leader Elgie Sims.  Cowley easily won this proxy war despite strong spending on Kearney’s behalf.  

· House District 40 – In what was one of the most high-profile and negative primary races, Representative Jaime Andrade was challenged by Miguel Alvelo Rivera, a progressive backed by the Chicago Teachers Union and Congresswoman Delia Ramirez.  Rivera overcame Andrade’s fundraising lead, and he follows in the steps of Senator Graciela Guzman as a progressive who was able to take out an establishment candidate backed by caucus leaders.  

· House District 42 – Appointed State Representative Margaret DeLaRosa was challenged in the Democratic primary by DuPage County Board member Lynn LaPlante.  DeLaRosa was the winner in the seat previously held by Representative Terra Costa Howard.  

· House District 89 – House Republican Leader Tony McCombie faced a challenge from Victoria Onorate, who was backed by controversial Republican political operative Tom DeVore.  McCombie won the primary but faces scrutiny of her caucus leadership considering primary challenges backed by the Freedom Caucus. 

· House District 94 – McCombie’s Deputy Republican Leader Norine Hammond faced the Freedom Caucus’ candidate, Joshua Higgins and Bailey Templeton.  Higgins won the primary with a solid majority, marking the end of Hammond’s fifteen-year career in the House.  

· House District 118 – Scott Doody took first place in the Republican contest to fill an open seat created by Representative Paul Jacobs run for the Illinois Senate.  The former radio host overcame Harold Visser and Dayton Loyd in the primary.

· Senate District 6 – Incumbent Sara Feigenholtz was challenged for the Democratic nomination by progressive Nick Uniejewski.  Feigenholtz won with an eleven-point margin over the challenger but her performance exposed vulnerabilities for the veteran legislator.

· Senate District 14 – Incumbent State Senator Emil Jones III faced opposition from Ahmed Karrer and Kenny Williams.  Despite his legal troubles, he won the primary with a strong margin.  

· Senate District 59 – The retirement of Republican incumbent Dale Fowler has created an open seat where Republican State Representative Paul Jacobs faces Stephen Vercellino.  Jacobs will be the Republican candidate, easily besting Vercellino.  

Latino Legislators React to Chavez Revelations

Reaction to information revealed this week regarding late labor leader Cesar Chavez’ sexual abuse of women and girls was swift and decisive.  House members including Representative Edgar Gonzalez and Angela Guerrero-Cuellar used points of person privilege on Thursday to rescind previous actions to honor Chavez and to express sympathy and solidarity with the women who have accused him.  Chavez was a labor rights leader and civil rights activist known for founding the Nation Farm Workers Association.  His longtime colleague Delores Huerta spoke out about her experiences with the labor leader this week.  The Latino caucus has said they will take steps to repeal legislation naming March 31 as Cesar Chavez Day in Illinois.

ISBE Reports Low Voter Turnout

The Illinois State Board of Elections said that overall voter turnout for Tuesday’s general primary was low.  Based on data from the state’s ten largest voting jurisdictions, participation by eligible voters was estimated at 22 percent, or 8.3 million voters.  ISBE said the number was similar to that recorded in the 2022 primary.  

Johnson to Replace Gatewood at Public Safety

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson abruptly fired Garien Gatewood, his Deputy Mayor for Public Safety.  In responding to the announcement, Gatewood claimed he was caught off-guard and said the action could have been driven by his actions holding leadership accountable.  Also dismissed was Manuel Whitfield, one of Gatewood’s team who served as Director of Violence Prevention and Community Safety.  The Mayor’s spokesperson offered little information about the changes but said that Johnson was committed to swiftly filling the vacancies.




Hyundai Bringing 2,000+ Jobs to Will County

Governor JB Pritzker, the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Development and legislative and local Will County officials announced this week that Hyundai Translead would bring a new manufacturing facility to Will County.  The move, supported by a DCEO Edge Grant, is expected to create 2,500 new jobs and bring with it $450 million in investment.  Hyundai Translead is one of the largest manufacturers of dry and refrigerated van trailers, flatbeds, truck bodies and dollies.  The company is headquartered in San Diego.

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Candice Adams is reappointed to the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority.
· Mary Ann Brown is reappointed Public Administrator and Public Guardian in Rock Island County.
· Scott Schultz is reappointed Public Administrator and Public Guardian in Jersey County
· Caryn Tucker is reappointed to the Illinois Forensic Science Commission.
· Francisco Velasco is appointed to the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.
· Ann Gariti is appointed to the Northeastern Illinois University Board of Trustees.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· March 24, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules
· March 24, 2026 – Legislative Audit Commission

Dates to Remember

· March 27, 2026 – House Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· April 17, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline.
· May 8, 2026 – House and Senate Committee deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 22, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 31, 2026 - Adjournment
