Illinois Updates – February 6, 2026

Pritzker Funds Stratton Super PAC

Governor JB Pritzker has made a $5 million contribution to the super PAC supporting Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton’s race for U.S. Senate.  The campaign has said that the money will be used to make a large television ad buy.  To date Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi has held the fundraising lead, and his campaign has been running ads for several months.  Some political analysts have mused that the money may have come too late to move numbers for Stratton with just over a month until the March general primary.  Pritzker’s contributions have funded 80% of the Illinois Future PAC’s account.  

Illinois Joins WHO Network

Following a similar move by the state of California last month, the Illinois Department of Public Health has joined the World Health Organization’s Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN).  The membership comes nearly a year after the Trump Administration withdrew the United States’ WHO membership citing the organizations poor response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In announcing the membership, the department pointed to the fact that Chicago’s O’Hare International airport is one of the busiest transportation hubs in the world, and the continued need for jurisdictions to share information regarding disease outbreaks.

Community Colleges to Receive Manufacturing Grants

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity has announced that it will provide $24 million in grants to downstate community colleges to establish manufacturing training academies.  The grants will range from $3-6 million per college and are intended to address labor shortages in the advanced manufacturing sector.  Illinois loss of advance manufacturing jobs has outpaced that of the nation overall, shrinking over the past decades.  DCEO said that the academies will provide training in robotics, welding, advanced automation and jobs related to renewable energy.

Pritzker to Prioritize Pension Payments

In what may be a preview of his upcoming State of the State and Budget address, Governor JB Pritzker’s administration issued a policy paper this week advocating for the state to commit to 100 percent of pension funding by 2048.  This would be an increase over the current commitment to fund pensions by 90 percent by 2045.  The plan released by the Governor would dedicate excess funds from state reserves to pay down the state’s pension debt and bring state employees under the Tier 2 plan in compliance with Social Security requirements.  Illinois has the largest unfunded pension liability in the nation at $143.5 billion.  In an interview this week, Senate President Don Harmon commented that the Governor’s focus on reducing pension liability was sound policy but questioned the timing of the request given the state’s budget restrictions.

Super PACs Weigh in on Primaries

Multiple “Super PACs”, defined as political action committees who operate independently of a candidate and have no limits on donations or spending, are increasing mobilizing ahead of the March primary.  The Elect Chicago Women super PAC announced this week it would be running ads in support of State Senator Laura Fine (D-9, Glenview) in the 9th Congressional district and on behalf of Democratic candidate Melissa Bean in the 8th Congressional district.  The Affordable Chicago Now super PAC will begin running ads on behalf of Cook County Commissioner Donna Miller in the 2nd Congressional district.  Both political action committees are funded by the American Israel Public Affairs Committee.  

Another recently formed super PAC, Illinois Against MAGA will be administered by a former advisor of Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson.  The PAC will focus on Democratic candidates who accept campaign donations from businesses and organizations aligned with the Trump Administration.  Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi recently donated $33,000 in contribution received from companies that have had business dealings with the federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency.  

In related news, Fine was endorsed in the Democratic primary this week by the Chicago Tribune.  Also related, the suburban Daily Herald reported a contentious Republican candidate forum for the 8th Congressional district, where candidate Kevin Ake attacked his opponents Mark Rice, a Jew and Jennifer Davis a Catholic for their religious beliefs.  

Early Voting Begins

Early voting began in most counties on Thursday, February 5th.  Voters can cast their votes ahead of the election at local election authorities, in most cases their county clerk’s office.  In Chicago and suburban Cook County, early voting is available from February 12th to March 2nd, with the Cook County clerks office recommends voters using mail in ballots to send them at least one week prior to Election Day.  Newly registered voters are required to have two forms of identification, including one from that shows their mailing address.

Supreme Court to Hear Oral Arguments In Macomb

The Illinois Supreme Court announced this week that it would convene on the campus of Western Illinois University in Macomb to hear oral arguments on March 11, 2025.  The Court periodically travels to locations around the state to hold oral arguments for the purpose of exposing the public to the process.  Supreme Court Justice Mary Kay O’Brien, a graduation of WIU, stated “I have so many fond memories of my time here at Western Illinois University. To return home nearly four decades later alongside my colleagues on the Supreme Court is a profound honor.”


Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Ann McIntyre is reappointed as Inspector General for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.
· Stephanie Altman is reappointed to the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory Board.
· Paula Campbell is reappointed to the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory Board.
· Wendy Epstein is reappointed to the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory Board.
· Lance Kovacs is reappointed to the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory Board.
· Claire Dragovich is reappointed Chair of the Illinois Forensic Science Commission.
· Dr. Tamira Brennan is reappointed to the Illinois State Museum Board.
· Daniel Fenske is reappointed to the Illinois Torture Inquiry and Relief Commission.
· Steven Avalos is reappointed to the Labor Advisory Board.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· February 17, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules

Dates to Remember

· February 6, 2026 – House and Senate bill introduction deadline.
· February 18, 2026 – Governor’s Budget and State of the State address.
· March 13, 2026 – Senate Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· March 17, 2026 – General Primary Election.
· March 27, 2026 – House Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· April 17, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline.
· May 8, 2026 – House and Senate Committee deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 22, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 31, 2026 - Adjournment
