Illinois Updates – January 9, 2025

Alternative Chicago City Budget Moves Forward

Chicago mayor Brandon Johnson indicated he will not veto the alternative budget proposal put forward by moderate members of the city council.  While he called the budget “morally bankrupt,” Johnson said he would not risk a shutdown of city government with a veto.  The alternative budget does not include the corporate head tax sought by the Johnson administration and generates revenue through multiple actions including legalizing video gaming in the city and selling naming rights for city infrastructure such as bridges.  Johnson opposed the debt collection measure including in the spending plan.  The city’s 2026 budget totals $16.6 billion, with an additional $535 million in taxes.

New Laws in 2026

Approximately 400 legislative measures became law on January 1, 2026.  Now on the books are laws that ensure that schools do not discourage attendance by students who are immigrants or refugees, a law restricting colleges and universities from providing artificial intelligence programs as a sole source of instruction, and a bill requiring the Illinois State Board of Education to develop guidelines regarding the use of AI in K-12 schools.  Also enacted were bills that would protect human trafficking victims, provide for safe gun storage and support nursing mothers.  

Poll Shows Economy on Voter’s Minds

A recent poll of 1,000 likely primary voters revealed that the economy is top of mind with 40 percent of respondents as the most important issue in Illinois.  The poll was conducted by Emerson College/WGN-TV from January 3-5, 2026 and has a margin of error of +/- 3 points.  Healthcare, threats to democracy, and immigration followed in order of importance to voters.  Among likely Republican primary voters, Darren Bailey led the field with 37 percent, which was less than the percentage of undecided voters in that race.  Questions regarding public approval showed Governor JB Pritzker with a 50.6 approval rating, and a 41.5 disapproval rating.  Support for President Donald Trump was at 39.1 percent, with 55.4 percent of voters disapproving of his presidency.  The same poll asked questions to gauge support for public financing of a new stadium for the Chicago Bears.  While most voters expressed support for keeping the team in Illinois, 58 percent opposed using public tax dollars to build a new stadium.

DHS Reports Data Breach

The Illinois Department of Human Services announced last Friday that the names and addresses of nearly 700,000 patients served by the Department of Rehabilitation Services and the Medicaid and Medicare Savings Program were exposed in a data breach dating back to April 2021 for rehabilitation services and January 2022 for Medicaid and Medicare patients.  The breach was caused by an incorrect privacy setting on the department’s mapping website, and patients’ data was theoretically exposed between April 2021 and September 2025 when the breach was discovered.  The agency said it has taken steps to ensure that patient data is protected going forward.

Campaign News

Bruce Leon is suspending his campaign in the Democratic Primary for the 9th Congressional District.  A Democratic committeeman in Chicago’s 50th Ward, Leon had support from local Orthodox Jewish leaders, but State Senator Laura Fine earned the endorsement of the American Israel Political Action Committee.  In related news, Evanston Mayor Dan Biss has been endorsed in the same race by U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren and by U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky.

Congressman Mike Quigley confirmed in an interview this week that he intends to enter the Chicago Mayoral Democratic primary.  Quigley (D-5, Chicago) said he will make a formal announcement after the March 2026 general primary.  The Chicago mayoral primary will be held in February 2027.

Republican candidate Joe DeBose has dropped out of the race to replace State Representative Paul Jacobs in the 118th House district.  DeBose is a former campaign spokesman for Republican gubernatorial candidate Darren Bailey.  He faced Scott Doody, Harold Visser and Dayton Loyd in the Republican primary.  The winner of the primary will face Democratic candidate Chip Markel, a Navy veteran.

Representative Bob Rita (D-28, Blue Island) will run unopposed in the Democratic primary.  The Illinois State Board of Elections had removed Paris Walker Thomas from the ballot due to insufficient signatures.  Two other candidates, Dyvonna Moss and Nadeeja Henry, withdrew from the race late last month.  

Ahmed Karrar has announced he will run in the Democratic primary for the 14th Senate District, currently represented by Senator Emil Jones III (D-Chicago).  Karrar is a Sudanese-American civic leader with degrees from Northwestern University and Loyola University.

The State Board of Elections has removed Joe Severino from the Republican primary ballot for governor due to insufficient signatures.  

IDPH Warns of Flu Risk

The Illinois Department of Public Health is warning Illinois residents to take steps to prevent influenza infection in what has become a severe flu season.  While getting a flu shot is most effective in the fall, IDPH officials say it is not too late to get a flu vaccination with the flu season peaking between December and February but continuing through May.  They also predict that cases will tick up with the return of school children from the holidays.  IDPH also reported one child death from the flu.  

Pramaggiore Seeks Clemency

Former Commonwealth Edison CEO Anne Pramaggiore is working with former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich to petition for clemency from President Donald Trump.  Blagojevich, whose sentence for attempting to sell the U.S. Senate seat was commuted by Trump, has filed paperwork to lobby at the federal level for Pramaggiore.  Blagojevich was later pardoned by Trump in February 2025.  Pramaggiore is scheduled to report to prison and begin her sentence for bribery on January 12, 2026.  She is the last of the “ComEd Four” to report to prison.  

COGFA Issues Revenue Update

The Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability reported a second straight month of revenue growth, with state funds increasing by $1.19 billion or 4.8 percent in December.  Personal and sales taxes accounted for most of the growth as corporate taxes are still being suppressed by the federal budget bill House Resolution 1.  The legislature acted during the fall Veto Session to decouple corporate taxes from the federal guidelines.  Despite the positive financial news, Illinois is facing a $1 billion budget hole as the Trump Administration announced it would withhold funding for childcare and SNAP benefits for five Democratic-led states including Illinois.  Other states impacted by the cuts are California, New York, Minnesota and Colorado.  Approximately 100,000 Illinois families receive childcare assistance.  

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Kristi Jones has been appointed as the Assistant Director of the Department of Agriculture.
· Robert Martin is reappointed to the Havana Regional Port District.
· Dr. Donn Mendoza is appointed to the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
· Dr. Brianne Hobbs is appointed to the State Board of Health.
· Kathleen Carolyn “KC” Stralka is appointed Assistant Secretary of Project Management and Operational Excellence for the Illinois Department of Early Childhood.
· Carrie Ward is reappointed to the Illinois Forensic Science Commission.
· Jeff Mears is reappointed to the Illinois Labor Relations Board.
· Louis Apostol is reappointed as Public Administrator for Cook County.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Dates to Remember

· January 13, 2026 – Senate convenes session.
· January 20, 2026 – House convenes session.
