Illinois Updates – January 16, 2025

Justice Theis Retires

Supreme Court Justice Mary Jane Theis announced last week she would be retiring from the bench.  Theis recently completed a term as Chief Justice this December.  Her seat will be filled with the appointment of First Appellate Judge Sanjay Tailor.  Tailor is an alumnus of the Democratic Leadership for the 21st Century coalition, which counts as members Governor JB Pritzker and Representative Ann Williams.  Theis, a native of Chicago, worked at all levels of the court system during her forty-year career and was appointed to the Supreme Court in 2010.  Justice Tailor’s appointment will take effect January 30, 2026.  He will be the first Asian American to serve on the Illinois Supreme Court.

Illinois Files Suit Against Federal Government

The state of Illinois and the city of Chicago filed a lawsuit this week challenging the Trump administration’s activities targeting immigrants.  Citing roving patrols and aggressive crowd-control tactics such as pepper spray and flash bangs, Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul filed the suit in the U.S. District Court Northern District of Illinois.  The state of Minnesota and the city of St. Paul have filed a similar lawsuit against immigration enforcement in that state.  The suits seek to limit the Department of Homeland Security’s tactics and prohibit their presence in certain settings including schools, courthouses and medical facilities.

Johnson Open to New Curfew Proposal

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson in a radio interview this week said he was open to considering a proposal from Alderman Brian Hopkins that would allow Chicago Police Superintendent Larry Snelling to declare four-hour curfews for teens with 12 hours’ notice.  Johnson had vetoed an earlier proposal that gave the sole power to set snap curfews with the superintendent saying it had constitutional issues.  Curfews have been discussed in the wake of the killing of a 14-year-old resident during a recent “teen takeover” turned violent.  

IDNR Announces OSLAD Grants

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources announced the award of $36 million in Open Space Land Acquisition and Development grants (OSLAD) to 67 local park projects throughout the state.  The OSLAD program was established in 1986 as a cost-sharing program between state and local governments for park development.  In the most recent grant cycle, IDNR has stated that a percentage of the funding will be set aside specifically for underserved communities.  



Glowiak Hilton Files ACA Funding Measure

Senator Suzy Glowiak Hilton (D-23, Westmont) has filed Senate Bill 2794 to create a funding bridge for Illinois residents impacted by the expiration of federal Affordable Care Act subsidies.  Under the provision of the bill, the Illinois Department of Insurance would administer a  subsidy program to offset some, if not all, of the costs associated with the expiration of the enhanced federal tax credits that subsidize health insurance premiums.  The Budget Reserve for Immediate Disbursements and Governmental Emergencies (BRIDGE) Fund would be funded at $75 million for the first year, with the legislation identifying the state’s budget reserve fund as the source.

In related news, Illinois residents will have sixteen additional days to enroll in the state’s healthcare marketplace, Get Covered Illinois.  Individuals and families now have until January 31, 2026 to apply for and enroll in a health insurance plan.  Get Covered Illinois is served by over 9,000 brokers and facilitated by 140 navigators who help match residents with health coverage.

USPS Changes May Affect Mail In Voting

At a meeting of Illinois County Clerks and Recorders Association this week, election officials warned that recent changes to the flow of mail to United States Postal Service distribution centers could negatively impact Illinois resident’s ability to vote by mail in the 2026 election.  Due to these changes, county clerks cannot verify if mailed ballots were postmarked at the time of mailing in relation to timelines for acceptance of ballots in state law.  Clerks are advising voters to mail ballots as early as possible since their ballot may be directed to a different distribution center than what was previously sent.  They also said that voters may request a manual post mark at their local post office to confirm the mailing date.

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Douglas House is appointed to the Illinois Finance Authority.
· Patrick Besler is reappointed to the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory Committee.
· Laura Minzer is reappointed to the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory Committee.
· Peter Amaro is appointed to the Illinois State Board of Investments.
· Diana Law is reappointed Public Administrator and Public Guardian of Kane County.
· Dr. Nneka Onyezia is appointed a member of the Quality Care Board.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· February 17, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules


Dates to Remember

· January 20, 2026 – House convenes session.
· February 6, 2026 – House and Senate bill introduction deadline.
· February 18, 2026 – Governor’s Budget and State of the State address.
· March 13, 2026 – Senate Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· March 17, 2026 – General Primary Election.
· March 27, 2026 – House Committee deadline, substantive bills.
· April 17, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline.
· May 8, 2026 – House and Senate Committee deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 22, 2026 – House and Senate Third Reading deadline, bills in second chamber.
· May 31, 2026 - Adjournment
