Illinois Updates – September 18, 2026

Pritzker Requests Disaster Declaration

Governor JB Pritzker this week requested an official presidential disaster declaration from the Federal Emergency Management Agency to respond to strong storms and weather events this summer.  The declaration would provide federal funds for areas in the south Chicago suburbs and central Illinois impacted by storms and flooding.  If a declaration is granted, federal funds will become available for temporary housing, repairs and rebuilding local government infrastructure.  Members of Congress including U.S. Senator Dick Durbin have written in support of the declaration.  The governor also issued a gubernatorial proclamation for eight counties, extending his August 18th declaration for an additional thirty days to ensure state resources and personnel remain available. 

Trump Endorses Bailey for Governor

Responding to questions from the press this week, President Donald Trump declared he was “All for Bailey” and reiterated his endorsement of the Republican gubernatorial candidate.  While Bailey’s campaign said they appreciated the endorsement, they have tried to distance themselves Trump and focus instead on criticism of incumbent JB Pritzker.  The Pritzker campaign was quick to highlight the endorsement at a time when the president’s polling is at record low numbers.  Trump endorsed Baily in his 2022 campaign for governor but backed Congressman Mike Bost when Bailey ran against him in the Republican primary in 2024.

House Dems Opt Out of Coordinated Campaign

House Democrats have opted out of the Democratic Party of Illinois’ coordinated campaign just weeks before the November 3 general election.  The coordinated campaign consolidates financial resources from individual campaigns and provides benefits to candidates including discounted postage.   The caucus’ political arm also requested a refund of previous financial contributions.  The decision appears to be based on concerns that individual contributions from House Democratic members were too high and that the coordinated campaign benefited candidates at the top of the ticket at a cost to legislative candidates, many who did not have a significant opponent.  DPI Chair and House member Lisa Hernandez downplayed the separation and said that talks between the House Democrats and the state party are ongoing.

Supreme Court Seeks Applicants for State Public Defender

The Illinois Supreme Court has initiated the application process for the first State Public Defender, a newly created position overseeing an independent agency within the Judicial Branch.  The State Public Defender will be responsible for establishing, supervising, and administering a statewide public defense system that ensures constitutionally required legal representation for indigent persons.  Applications will be accepted through October 9, 2026.  Candidates for the position must be a licensed attorney in good standing with at least five years of experience, including experience in criminal defense.  The new role was initiated by the Pretrial Services Act which highlighted the disparities in resources available for public defenders and their increased role due to the end of cash bail.  

IDES Shares Mixed Results in Monthly Labor Report

The Illinois Department of Employment Security issued a press release this week sharing a mixed bag of results for the state’s labor force.  While unemployment was down in August from July at 4.7 percent, it was higher than the same month in 2025.  At the same time, payroll decreased for the month by .04 percent.  According to Deputy Governor Andy Manar, the data reflects the uncertainty of Illinois employers and workers due to the federal government’s trade policies.  Sectors seeing the most growth for the period were leisure and hospitality, construction and professional and business services.  Jobs in private education and health services, financial services and trade, transportation and utilities saw decreases over the same period.

Legislative Ethics Commission Appoints Acting LIG

The Legislative Ethics Commission has appointed David Risley as the acting Legislative Inspector General effective October 1, 2026.  Risley is a former prosecutor and served former Governor Bruce Rauner as Director of Public Safety Policy.  He also served as an investigator for the LIG.  His appointment follows the recent resignation of Michael McCuskey as inspector general over his performance after a lobbyist who had filed a complaint spoke to the media and sent a letter to the four legislative leaders claiming that he had disclosed private information about other complainants during her interview and made inappropriate comments.

Johnson Announces Reelection Campaign

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson released a video this week announcing his plans to run for reelection.  In the video, Johnson highlighted his administration’s accomplishments including creation of affordable housing and a reduction in crime.  He faces a broad field of challengers, including Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias, Congressman Mike Quigley and Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza.  Johnson had delayed the announcement causing speculation on whether he would make the run in light of his low approval numbers with Chicago voters.  Despite a rocky first term, Johnson pledged to continue to make Chicago "the safest, most affordable big city in America."

Recent Gubernatorial Appointments

· Nathan Catt is appointed to the Eastern Illinois University Board of Trustees.

All appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.

Upcoming Meetings

· October 20, 2026 – Joint Committee on Administrative Rules

Dates to Remember

· November 17-19, December 1-3 – Fall Veto Session





