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he 74th Annual Conference and 
the 75th Anniversary of the IAFPD 
in Peoria was a great experience 

for all. If you were not there you missed 
several great presentations, interacting 
with several exhibitors and awards 
presentations.
 First, I want to congratulate Jeff Morris 
and Alexis Fire Equipment for receiving 
the IAFPD Distinguished Member Award. 
Alexis has supported the IAFPD since the 
beginning of our annual conference.  the 
IAFPD Board, it’s Conference Committee 
and the staff are very proud of our 
multifaceted partnerships over the years 
and applaud your family’s successes 
during this time.   It is a true honor to 
recognize your dedication as an Associate 
Member and top-level conference sponsor 
and special event participant.
 Also awarded a Member Appreciation 
Award, was Mike Mikoola of Global 
Emergency Products. Mike has been a 
member of the conference committee for 
several years, instrumental in our annual 
flag raising, memorial ceremony and 
Friday night social event.  The IAFPD is 
proud to recognize you personally for your 
loyalty and participation year after year. 
  At the Annual Membership Meeting, 
the nominating committee proposed 
to elect and re-elect three Directors. 
Elected to fill the unexpired term (for 
retiring Director John Schaer) was Jim 
Elliott (Liberty FPD), Jim has been an Area 
Representative for several years and I look 
forward to his continued work with the 
IAFPD. Re-elected to another 3-year term 
were Ann Joyce (Dunlap FPD) and Marvin 
Hill (Barrington FPD). These members were 
officially sworn in at the Board of Directors 
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meeting held on June 25, 2017.
 Also sworn in for a one-year term 
were Area Representatives Steve Schultz 
(Limestone Kankakee FPD), Damon 
Schuldt (Martinton FPD), Dave Palya 
(Lockport FPD) and Chuck Swanson 
(Albany FPD). 
 I would like to recognize John and 
Judy Schaer. John has chosen to retired 
from the IAFPD Board of Directors. 
John (with Judy’s help) served as our 
Scholarship and fundraising Committee 
Chairperson, IAFPD booth, and our annual 
raffle coordinators. Judy also work with 
the auxiliary on many of their functions 
as well. I want to thank both John and 
Judy for their dedication and service to 
the Association and Foundation.   
 At the Saturday tribute banquet years 
of service awards, Outstanding Trustee 
Awards were presented. You can see more 
of the awards presented further in this 
publication. 
 The 2017 Kenny Long Award (our 
most prestigious award) named after a 
leader, strong visionary and someone 
truly devoted to the mission of the IAFPD 
with a passion for helping fire districts 
throughout Illinois was presented to 

IFFI Deputy Director  James Keiken. D/D 
Keiken has given unselfishly to the IAFPD 
and the fire service throughout Illinois. It 
is very fitting that he received this award. 
CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU 
Deputy Director Keiken. 
 I would like to thank all our exhibitors 
and vendors for their dedication to our 
annual conference without them we 
could not provide the class presenters, flag 
raising, Friday night patio party, awards 
banquet and more. I am pleased to have 
this opportunity to extend the IAFPD’s 
sincere appreciation to all.
 Looking towards the future as always 
we have the fall training opportunities, 
the mini conference and Spring training 
sessions. The 75th Annual Conference is 
June 21-23, 2018, in Peoria. Mark your 
calendars now to assure you don’t miss 
out on any great training and fire exhibits.
 In closing, my deepest appreciation 
to the Directors, Area Representatives, 
Auxiliary, Staff, volunteers, membership 
and all who have worked so diligently 
throughout the year to make our 
Association the best in Illinois.
 PLEASE have a safe and enjoyable 
summer!  n


