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he 75th annual conference of 
the IAFPD in Peoria was a great 
experience for all. If you were 

not there you missed several great 
presentations, time with the Exhibitors, 
networking and awards presentations. I 
ask the attendees, that if the conference 
met your expectations to please tell others 
about the 2018 IAFPD conference. We do 
what we can to promote and encourage 
attendance, but word of mouth and 
personal testimony is one of the best 
marketing tools available.
 I would like to thank all our exhibitors 
and vendors for their dedication to our 
annual conference without them we 
could not provide the class presenters, flag 
raising, Friday night patio party, and more. 
I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
extend the IAFPD’s sincere appreciation 
to all, especially the attendees who took 
away from their weekend and home to be 
there.
 Congratulations Ron Kubicki with 
Paramedic Services of Illinois (PSI, Inc.) for 
receiving the IAFPD Member Appreciation 
Award. Ron has been supporting the 
IAFPD mission, our legislative agenda and 
supporting the educational objectives for 
many years.  We are grateful to him and PSI 
for their involvement and support. 
 The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler 
Advisory Board was recognized as 
Distinguished Member and Executive 
Director Tom Lia was presented a plaque 
during the conference.  NIFSAB has been 
proactive for many years promoting 
awareness on the effectiveness of 
residential sprinklers, the importance of 
fire safety across the state and regularly 
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recognizing fire districts who are working 
together to make a difference to their 
community.  The NUIFSAB organization is 
a dedicated supporter to our conferences 
and the IAFPD. 
 The Fire Service Luncheon program 
included a presentation of awards for 
Trustee’s Years of Service and selected 
Outstanding Trustee Awards. Please check 
out the conference highlights in this issue 
of The Fire Call to see more about our 
recipients.  
 The Ken Long award (our most 
prestigious award) named after a leader, 
strong visionary and someone truly 
devoted to the mission of the IAFPD 
with a passion for helping fire districts 
throughout Illinois was presented to Bill 
Cizek from York Center FPD. Bill has given 
unselfishly to the IAFPD and the fire service 
throughout Illinois. It is very fitting that he 
received this award. CONGRATULATIONS 
and THANK YOU Bill Cizek. 
 At the annual meeting on Friday 
afternoon the nominating committee 
proposed to elect and re-elect 5 Directors. 
Re-elected to another 3 year term were 
Bonnie Bayser (Huntley FPD), Larry Brown 
(Granville-Hennepin FPD), Mike Dillon 
(Braidwood FPD), and Brett Kunkel (Shoal 
Creek FPD). Chuck Swanson (Albany FPD) 
an area representative was elected to his 
first term as a Director. These individuals 
were sworn in at the IAFPD Board meeting 
held on June 24, 2018.  
 I would like to recognize Jim and 
Marcia Elliott (Liberty FP) as well as 
Perry and Janet Young (Lake Egypt) who 
recently resigned from the IAFPD Board 
and Auxiliary. Jim and Perry’s committee 

involvement over the years as Directors 
and their numerous volunteer hours are 
going to be missed. Marci and Janet’s work 
with the Auxiliary activities are equally 
appreciated.  Thank you to each of you for 
their service and dedication to the IAFPD.  
The IAFPD Day at the Illinois State Fair is 
quickly approaching.  If you are interested 
in volunteering your time at the Fire 
Services Tent on August 10th 2018, contact 
Cheri or Karrie at the IAFPD Office.
 Looking towards the future, we are 
hosting online seminars, presenting 
trustee training this fall, planning the 
Winter Conference in Southern Illinois 
and scheduling the dates and locations for 
Administration Training Sessions. The 76th 
IAFPD Conference is June 27 - 29, 2019, in 
Peoria. Mark your calendars to assure you 
don’t miss out on any great training and 
fire exhibits.
 In closing, my deepest appreciation 
to the Directors, Area Representatives, 
Auxiliary, Staff, volunteers, membership 
and all who have worked so diligently 
throughout the year to make our 
Association the best in Illinois.
 PLEASE have a safe and enjoyable 
summer!  n

Best Regards
Michael Dillon, Braidwood FPD
IAFPD, President


