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in The news

CONGRATULATIONS Colona Community Fire Protection District on the recent 
completion of the new training center.  The fire district showed their appreciation 
to Fire Chief John Swan and Assistant Chief Jim Britton by giving a special name 
to the training center. John and Jim both have 41 years of service. They are the 
volunteers that every firefighter should look up to.

Limestone Township Fire Protection District held a special 
event on August 13, to recognize and honor 59 years of service 
of  George P. Grosso served as a firefighter for many years and 
recently retired after 36 years as trustee.  Congratulations Mr. 
Grosso and thank you for your dedication!

THANK YOU John & Judy Schaer (Spring Bay FPD) for 20 years of service to IAFPD Board of 
Directors, Auxiliary and Foundation Scholarship Committee.  Your dedication and commitment 
to the organization will always be remembered.  The IAFPD is grateful for all of the hours you 
have volunteered, the fundraising programs you have supported and the leadership you have 
provided to the growth and stability of the organizations. 

IAFPD DAY AT THE 2017 ILLINOIS STATE FAIR - VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT HAPPEN!!
It is the support of many people, members and fire service organizations that make the state fair a place for kids and families to learn 
about fire and home safety. 
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The MSA G1 is the first and only SCBA 
with an integrated thermal imaging camera. 

So now every firefighter can locate
the dangerous areas. 

A victim or a buddy. And the way out.

Find out more (and request a demo) at
msafire.com/breathe

AND THE
  HEARTBEATS.

FIND THE
   HOT SPOTS.

WHEN YOU GO IN, WE GO IN WITH YOU.
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NOW
SHIPPING!

SENTINEL EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS
www.sentineles.com • P: 800.851.1928 F: 636.4645720

Missouri O�ce: 23 Grandview Park, Arnold, MO 63010

Illinois O�ce: 502 S. Richland Street, Freeburg, IL 62243

considered delinquent in reporting and 
will be subject to fines for the two prior 
years (2017 and 2018).
 Under the Governmental Account 
Audit Act, Districts which have $850,000 
or more in revenues in any fiscal year are 
required to have an audit by a certified 
public accountant for that year.
 The determination by the Comptroller 
to require the use of accrual accounting 
in connection with audits does not 
apparently change the rule that districts 
with less than $850,000 in revenues in a 
particular year are not required to have 
an audit by a certified public accountant, 
however, as amended by Public Act 98-
1019 effective July 1, 2015, the Act now 
requires beginning with fiscal year 2016 
that all districts either: 

“(i) cause an audit of the accounts 
of the unit to be made once every 4 
years and file with the Comptroller 
an annual financial report containing 

i n fo r m at i o n  re q u i re d  by  t h e 
Comptroller, or 
(ii) file with the Comptroller an 
annual financial report containing 
i n fo r m at i o n  re q u i re d  by  t h e 
Comptroller, a copy of which has 
been provided to each member 
of that governmental unit’s board 
of elected officials, presented 
either in person or by live phone 
or web connection during a public 
meeting, and approved by a 3/5 
majority vote.”  (50 ILCS 310/3)

 For fiscal year 2016, the Comptroller’s 
office accepted the Annual Financial 
Report (AFR) (which is required of all 
units of local government subject to the 
Governmental Account Audit Act) as the 
financial report indicated in (ii), above, 
provided that there was a certification 
by the submitter of the AFR that the 
governing board had approved the report 
by a 3/5 vote.  For 2017, the Comptroller’s 
Office has indicated that there must be 
a submittal of a certification of approval 
by a 3/5 vote of the governing body prior 
to submittal of the AFR in order to comply 

with the requirements of the statute for the 
use of an alternative report by a district in 
lieu of an audit where the district is below 
the $850,000 threshold requiring an audit 
by a certified public accountant.  This new 
certification requirement does not change 
the rule regarding the requirement of an 
audit in a particular year.
 The I l l inois Association of Fire 
Protection Districts has addressed to the 
Comptroller’s Office its opposition to the 
determination by the Comptroller that 
accrual accounting will be mandated 
for districts required to have an audit 
by a certified public accountant based 
on the burden and added expense it 
will impose on fire protection districts.  
The Association has taken the position, 
along with the Illinois CPA Society, that 
this is an unnecessary mandate by state 
government.  Along with its fire service 
legislative partners, the Association 
will seek relief from this determination 
and will continue to advise members of 
developments.  n

Important Announcements
Continued from page 41
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ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ANNOUNCEMENT 
 Effective September 25, 2017, the Illinois Department of Labor has made technical corrections to the Prevailing Wage schedule 
that it originally published on August 15th, 2017 and revised on August 31st, 2017. Revised rates for the second round of technical 
corrections are highlighted in green. Please notify contractors engaged in public works by your agency of these corrections. 
The rate schedule is posted on the Department’s website:  https://www.illinois.gov/idol/Laws-Rules/CONMED/Pages/2017-Rates

U.S. Fire Administration’s National Fire Data Center
Reports Fire Risk in 2015 by Age, Gender, Race & Region 

 The topical reports are designed to 
explore facets of the U.S. fire problem as 
depicted through data collected in the 
USFA’s Fire Incident Reporting System.  
 Risk by Age:  In 2015, adults ages 50 
or older had a greater relative risk of dying 
in fires than the general population. Those 
ages 85 and older had the highest risk of 
fire death. Adults ages 85 and older, as 
well as those ages 25 to 64, were also at 
greater risk of fire injury than the general 
population. In addition, while lower than 
the relative risk of the general population, 
children ages 4 and younger faced an 
elevated risk of both injury and death in 
a fire when compared with older children 
(ages 5 to 14). 
 Risk by gender: Males were 1.7 times 
more likely to die in fires than females.

 Risk by race: African-Americans and 
American Indians/Alaska Natives were at 
a greater relative risk of dying in a fire than 
the general population. 
 Risk by region: The relative risk of dy-
ing in a fire for people living in the South 
was higher than for populations living in 
other regions of the United States
 The risk of death or injury from fire is 
not the same for everyone. In 2015, 3,360 
deaths and 15,700 injuries in the U.S. were 
caused by fires.  These casualties were not 
equally distributed across the U.S. popu-
lation, and the resulting risk of death or 
injury from fire is not uniform — it is more 
severe for some groups than for others.  
Much can be learned from understanding 
why different segments of society are at 
a heightened risk from the fire problem. 

This topical fire report explores fire risk 
as it applies to fire casualties in the U.S. 
population and is an update to “Fire Risk 
in 2014,” Volume 17, Issue 7. 
 Risk is a factor, element or course of 
action involving uncertainty. It is an expo-
sure to some peril, and it often implies a 
probability of occurrence, such as invest-
ment risk or insurance risk. In terms of the 
fire problem, risk is the potential for injury 
to or death of a person, or damage to or 
loss of property, as a result of fire.
 This topical report focuses on how 
fire risk, specifically the risks of death and 
injury, varies with age, and how other 
demographic and socioeconomic factors 
weigh upon that risk.
 The full report can be downloaded 
at usfa.fema.gov.  

 Many fire protection districts have 
recently received correspondence from 
the Office of the Comptroller advising 
that audits of fire protection districts 
and other units of local government 
which are required to be performed by 
a certified public accountant under the 
provisions of the Governmental Account 
Audit Act (50 ILCS 310/0.01 et seq.) 
must be performed in accordance with 
“generally accepted auditing standards” 
(GAAS) which the Comptroller has now 
determined that under Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board Statement 
No. 34 (GASB 34) mandates that units 

imPorTanT announCemenTs

Illinois Comptroller’s Office Issues New Interpretation Regarding 
Local Government Audits

of local government use an accrual 
basis of accounting in connection with 
their financial statements and audits.  
Previously, audits based on a “modified 
cash basis” of accounting were considered 
to be in compliance. The effect of this 
determination by the Comptroller is that 
districts which are required to have an audit 
performed by a certified public accountant 
will no longer be allowed to use a cash 
or modified cash basis of accounting to 
comply with the auditing requirements 
of the Governmental Account Audit Act.  
Doing so will mean that the audit will not 
be accepted by the Comptroller’s Office as 

being in compliance with the provisions of 
the Act and the district will be subject to 
penalties for noncompliance.  
 The Comptroller’s Office has indicated 
that it will defer penalizing districts which 
are required to have an audit by a certified 
public accountant and submit an audit 
based on other than accrual accounting 
so long as the district’s audit for the fiscal 
year 2019 is in compliance with the accrual 
accounting requirement.  If the district’s 
accounting method and its audit is not in 
compliance by 2019, the district will be 

Continued on page 46


