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Office of the
State Fire Marshal
OSFM Congratulates IL  
Class 1 Fire Departments 
and Districts
 The Office of the State Fire Marshal 
offers its congratulations to the thirteen 
Illinois fire departments and fire protection 
districts who currently hold an Insurance 
Services Office (ISO) Public Protection 
Classification (PPC) Class 1 rating. A Class 
1 rating indicates that the community 
is served by an excellent fire response 
system. The departments that currently 
hold this highly desired ranking are:
•	 Arlington Heights FD
•	 Bloomingdale FPD
•	 Champaign FD
•	 Chicago FD
•	 Downers Grove FD
•	 Hillside FD
•	 Lisle-Woodridge FPD
•	 Mokena FPD
•	 Northbrook FD
•	 Skokie FD
•	 St. Charles FD
•	 Troy FPD (Shorewood, IL)
•	 Westmont FD
 Though a few of these departments 
have held the distinction for many years, 
others are new to the ranks. For example, 
Lisle-Woodridge FPD became the first fire 
protection district in the state to be issued 
a Class 1 rating by the Insurance Services 
Office in 1993, while Troy FPD is the most 
recent district to achieve this honor, with 
its new classification effective September 
1, 2017.
 The number of Class 1 departments 
in Illinois has grown significantly in recent 
years, more than doubling over the last 

12 months. When Mokena FPD received 
the ranking in 2014, it was one of only 
three fire agencies in Illinois holding a 
Class 1 rank. Less than a year ago, when 
Bloomingdale FPD received the Class 1 
rating, it was only one of six fire agencies 
in the state holding a Class 1 rank. Illinois 
now has the highest number of Class 1 
departments in a state in the Midwest 
region.
 With each additional fire department 
or district that receives this honor, we are 
raising the bar on safety in Illinois. Indeed, 
those departments which do not rank as 
Class 1, but have improved their ranking 
over the years are also to be commended 
for their efforts and increasing the safety 
of residents all over Illinois. Thank you to 
all the fire departments and fire protection 
districts who work so hard to improve the 
safety in their communities. 

Background
 The Insurance Services Office (ISO) is a 
nationwide organization that ranks more 
than 46,000 fire departments throughout 
the United States on their overall ability 
to respond to fires. ISO’s rating system 
evaluates communities in four primary 
categories — the fire department, 
emergency communications, water 
supply, and community risk reduction.  
Fire departments are ranked in classes 
from one to ten, with Class 1 being the 
best ranking. 
 Public Protection Classification 
ratings by the ISO are sometimes used 
by insurance companies in calculating 
insurance premiums. Generally, the better 
classification a fire district is graded, the 
better protection that the community is 
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provided, and consequently, the better 
insurance rates that community members 
will receive..
 Matt Perez
 State Fire Marshal

Illinois Fire Service 
Institute
Mark Your Calendar
• Leadership 

Development and 
Decision Making 
October 2nd – 6th, 2017

• IFA Down and Dirty Firefighting 
Weekend  
October 19th – 22nd, 2017

• 2018 Winter Fire School  
January 27th – 28th, 2018

 “Are you ready”?   It’s a simple question 
but one you might not think about, “Are 
you ready”? “Are you ready” for that next 
call? “Are you ready” to meet the needs of 
your community, your department your 
fellow firefighters? Every day firefighters 
get up not knowing what is next. “Are you 
ready” for what’s next? On the morning of 
June 14th do you think that the members 
of the London Fire Brigade planned for 
having one of the most challenging fires in 
recent history? Do you think they expected 
to be making hundreds of rescues that 
day? In spite of the loss of 79 lives and 
an event that taxed the Brigade, London 
was ready and evacuated the nearly 600 
people in the building at the start of the 
fire. I know that was there and this is the 
United States, and we don’t have that 
happen here. 

Continued on page 19
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 Well,  over the past few weeks 
Honolulu had a high rise fire with loss 
of life, California is battling 12 different 
wild fires, and a C130 crashed in a 
Mississippi Soybean field. In Illinois, a 
home explodes in Marengo, there has 
been flooding through out north eastern 
Illinois, Rochford has had multiple major 
fires downtown, and we tragically lost an 
Illinois State Police Trooper in a crash on I 
74. You never know what the day will bring 
and “Are You Ready”? 
 “Are you ready” mentally for the 
challenges and events you might be called 
to face? “Are you ready” for the physical 
demands that are placed on firefighters 
daily? “Are you ready” with the knowledge 
and the skills needed to get the job done 
and get everyone home at the end of 
the day safely? “Are you ready” to meet 
your obligations as a firefighter in your 
community?
 What I do know is that you do control 
your destiny, to can choose to be physically 
ready or not. You can consider and plan for 
the possible events that will challenge you 
and your department. You can train and 
educate yourself for the possible calls you 
will have and the mastery of skills needed 
to meet the challenges you may be called 
to face. Of course, IFSI has many classes 
and programs to develop your mastery of 
skills and knowledge to assist you in your 
preparations and development.
So ask yourself “Are You Ready?

127th Firefighter Down and Dirty 
Weekend
 IFSI and Illinois Firefighters Association 
have been work on your 2017 “Down and 
Dirty Weekend” to be held October 19th - 
22nd in Champaign. This year’s program is 
shaping up with something for everyone. 
With a range of hands-on classes at 
IFSI and some great classroom session 
firefighters of all experience, levels will 
find something to meet their training and 
education needs.

IFSI Blended and On-Line classes
 Have you always want to take a 
class but thought that you just couldn’t 
fit it into your schedule? Check out 
IFSI’s offering of Online and Blended 

classes. Certification classes such as 
Company Fire Officer Blended/NFPA 1021 
– Fire Officer 1, Rope Rescue Operations 
– Level 1 Blended or Hazardous Material 
Awareness and Operations Blended or 
Instructor I or II Blended are some of 
the examples of classes you can take. 
In a Blended class, you complete the 
content online when you want and then 
attend the scheduled hands-on session 
to complete the skills needed to meet 
the certification requirements. IFSI is also 
working on a new blended version of Basic 
Firefighter/NFPA Firefighter I that offer an 
opportunity to complete the classroom 
sessions online with a scheduled weekend 
practical session at IFSI to meet OSFM 
Basic Operations Firefighter certification 
Requirements, watch for the schedule 
announcement later this year.

IFSI Research 
 Over the past few years, IFSI Research 
has been on the cutting edge of developing 
practical solutions to the problems and 
perils faced by emergency responders. 
IFSI’s research efforts focus on studies that 
have a direct impact on firefighters’ work, 
health, and safety. Have you reviewed 
the information in the “Cardiovascular 
and Carcinogenic Risk in Modern Fires” or 
the companion study of “Cardiovascular 
and Chemical Exposure Risks in Today’s 
Training Grounds.” I am certain you haven’t 
you have heard the fire service discussion 
on Cancer Risk of firefighting and our 
need to decontaminate ourselves after 
exposure to byproducts of combustion 
to reduce the risk of developing cancer 
later in life. A lot of the research that is 
quoted in these presentations around 
the country is from IFSI Research projects. 
This summer ’s study is evaluating 
contamination and decontamination 
practices in our PPE Cleaning study. If you 
want more information on these or many 
other IFSI research studies check out the 
IFSI Research page on our website https://
www.fsi.illinois.edu/content/research/ or 
friend IFSI Research on Facebook or Twitter 
@IFSIresearch.
 Just a reminder, if there is something 
you think IFSI would be providing or you 
have ideas for the next great program 
please feel free to contact me at the 
Institute.

Thank you to the Illinois Association 
Fire Protection District 
 My last item this issue is I want to 
express my sincere appreciation and heart 
felt thank you to the Illinois Association of 
Fire Protection Districts leadership, board, 
and staff for recognizing me with the 2017 
Kenny Long Award on June 24th at the 
June conference. I am honored to receive 
it and to join past recipients who I admired 
and respected. I am truly humbled by this 
recognition and would not have received 
this recognition without the terrific IFSI 
Instructors and staff who provide the day 
to day training, education and research 
that has made IFSI a nationally recognized 
leader it is.
 IL Fire Service Institute Regional 
Representatives can be your important 
link to bringing State Fire Academy 
training to your Fire Department:
Northeast Region:
 Randy Schlichter  .............. 847-343-4039
Northwest Region:
  Ray Palczynski  .................. 563-468-8385
Chicago Metro Area: 
 Richard Stack  .................... 773-988-0259
East Central Region: 
 Tim Meister ......................... 217-202-4760
Central Region: 
 Jim Vaughn  ........................ 309-275-2499
Southwest Region: 
 John Nichols  ..................... 618-973-2059
South Region: 
 Ron Rains  ........................... 217-300-4657
 Chief James P. Moore (Ret.) 
 Illinois Fire Service Institute (IFSI)
 Project Director

Illinois Fire Chiefs 
Association
 First of all, hello to the 
members of the IAFPD. This 
is my first article for your 
organization as the IFCA 
Executive Director and I am honored to 
serve the IFCA and to be a proud member 
of the IAFPD. I had the opportunity 
to serve the Frankfort FPD for over 40 
years where I truly owe success and 
involvement to.  The Trustees I served 
for over the years allowed me and fellow 
chief officer to be an active participant 
in many organizations allowing us the 
FFPD to have access to many contacts 
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and opportunities.  It is with the love and 
support of my family that I am able to serve 
and give back to the Fire Service of Illinois.
Additionally, I would like to announce 
that Dave Slivinski formally of the Lemont 
FPD is now our Consulting Manager 
and is responsible for our promotional 
evaluations & assessment services, FD 
studies and special trainings related to Fire 
District/Department planning.
 O v e r  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h  o r  s o 
all organizations have been busy in 
Springfield guarding the funding that is 
assigned to the fire service through the 
OSFM and at IFSI.  The men and women 
standing watch are true stewards of our 
funding and keep us as the Illinois Fire 
Service updated on a daily basis.
 The Blue-Ribbon Report Committee 
has been meeting and we are tasked with 
updating the report that will continue to 
address the needs of the fire service in 
Illinois and will be inclusive of volunteer, 
paid on call, part time and career/full time 
departments along with addressing the 
needs of Fire Districts and Municipal FD’s.
In June, the IAFPD held their annual 
Conference in Peoria where a gathering 
of district trustees and officers met to 
attend some excellent programs.  This 
year’s keynote was Dave Sanderson where 
he talked about courage of the average 
citizen and the expert training of a pilot 
who were on the Flight into the Hudson 
river.  While Dave has no formal connection 
to emergency services he thanked all who 
serve and take risks on a daily basis, but 
really drew down on the average citizen 
who when put in harm’s way stands up and 
helps.  The IAFPD Conference committee 
worked hard to secure the best instructors 
available.  I hope to see you next year.
The Illinois Fire Chiefs are holding the 
following events:
• The IFC A Educat ion/R esearch 

Foundation Golf Outing is on July 
12, 2017.

• The IFCA Volunteer Combination 
Officer Committee (VCOC) Conference 
in Bloomington September 16 & 17, 
2017

• IFCA Annual Conference is in Peoria 
October 8th – 11th. 2017.

 We are in the midst of updating our 

website and I am sure once we have 
completed this project you will find our 
site to be helpful and easy to use.
www.illinoisfirechiefs.org
 If you have any questions or are in 
need of information please do not hesitate 
in contacting me or our IFCA office.  
Jgrady3@illinoisfirechiefs.org 1-847-966-
0732.
 Jim Grady III
 Executive Director

Illinois Fire Safety 
Alliance
Former FDNY 
Commissioner to 
Speak at 77th Fire Prevention Week 
Luncheon
 Join hundreds of members from 
the fire service and beyond at the 77th 

Fire Prevention Week Luncheon, hosted 
by the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance. This 
annual event is scheduled for Thursday, 
October 19th at Bobak’s Signature Events in 
Woodridge, Illinois. The luncheon includes 
a guest presenter, gourmet lunch, and 
networking opportunities. It also honors 
and highlights those who have gone 
above and beyond in fire safety and burn 
prevention with award presentations to 
various individuals and groups.
 9-11 changed the way we lived and 
will be a day forever remembered in the 
fire service industry – and especially for the 
FDNY. Sal Cassano will discuss the impact 
of 9-11 on the department he oversaw, 
what lessons were learned, and most 
importantly, how the department and the 
city moved on. While there was a focus to 
rebuild, the FDNY made sure it increased 
interaction with the public and placed a 
renewed emphasis on fire prevention and 
education.
 Salvatore J. Cassano served as the 
32nd Fire Commissioner (2010-2013) in 
the 151-year history of the New York Fire 
Department, leading the United States’ 
largest fire department with more than 
16,000 fire, EMS, and civilian members 
and an annual budget of $1.6 billion. Prior 
to his appointment to Commissioner in 
2010, Cassano served as the FDNY’s Chief 
of Department – the highest ranking 
uniformed officer – from 2006-2010, 
overseeing many of the agency’s most 
important bureaus including Fire & 
EMS Operations, Training, Safety, Fire 

Prevention,  and Communications. 
From 2001-2006, he served as Chief of 
Operations – a position to which he was 
appointed immediately after September 
11, 2001.
 For complete information on the 
Fire Prevention Week Luncheon, a full 
presenter bio, and online registration, visit 
www.IFSA.org/FPWL.
 Philip Zaleski 
 IFSA Executive Director

Illinois Fire Services 
Association
IFSA to Determine Current 
State of the Illinois Fire 
Service and Identify Needs
 On 9 and 10 November 1999, the 
State Fire Marshal and the Director of the 
Illinois Fire Service Institute co-hosted 
a Volunteer Fire Service Summit at the 
University of Illinois in Springfield. The 
Summit provided a unique opportunity 
for key individuals from the five groups 
who created, operated and supported 
the fire service to address issues affecting 
the volunteer fire service. The Summit 
addressed issues affecting the ability of 
volunteer firefighters and fire departments 
in Illinois to meet the emergency response 
needs of their communities and brought 
together interested organizations and 
leaders who could establish an action 
agenda to address these issues. In a larger 
sense, many of the issues represented 
common concerns of all Illinois firefighters.
 The original Blue Ribbon Report was 
released to the Governor and General 
Assembly in 2000. After the terrorist 
attacks of 9/11, it was determined the 
role of government and the fire service 
had changed dramatically and there was 
a need to update the report. Consequently 
the cost of public safety had risen since 
the last report. When citizens and the 
state rely upon the fire service as the 
front line of protection, proper funding 
is needed to ensure that services could 
be provided. The cost of public safety 
for the fire service had to be considered 
as a package. Components included 
vehicles, personal protective gear, staffing, 
training, communications, and specialized 
equipment. All were considered equally 
important. 

Continued on page 21
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 The 2002 update was concluded by 
the original Blue Ribbon Committee with 
additional Illinois Fire Service members. 
The original Blue Ribbon Committee 
Report and the Illinois Volunteer Summit 
Report (1999) were reviewed, meetings 
were held throughout the state with 
members of the Illinois Fire Service, 
surveys were acquired, and a resolving 
three day summit was held to ascertain 
the present needs of the fire service at 
that time.  The needs included: forming 
relationships and building partnerships 
with the public and private sectors; 
enactment of needed legislation; and 
adequate funding (upwards of $750 
million) so that fire departments and fire 
districts could perform their functions 
safely and professionally. 
 Here we are in 2017, 15 years since 
we, as the Illinois Fire Service, determined 
what the state of the Illinois Fire Service is 
and what are current needs are.  Although 
we have made strides since 2002, there are 
many new threats that have emerged in 
the years since.  
 As the Chairman of Illinois Fire Services 
Association, I have appointed the President 
of the Illinois Firefighters Association and 
the Executive Director of the Illinois 
Fire Chiefs Association to Co-Chair a 
committee consisting of two members 
from each  of the following organizations: 
Illinois Society of Fire Service Instructors, 
Illinois Firefighters Association, Illinois 
Professional Firefighters Association, 
Illinois Association of Fire Protection 
Districts, Associated Firefighters of Illinois, 
Office of the State Fire Marshal, Illinois 
Fire Safety Alliance, Mutual Aid Box Alarm 
System, City of Chicago Fire Department, 
Illinois Fire Service Institute, Illinois Fire 
Chiefs Association, Illinois Fire Inspectors 
Association, and the Northern Illinois 
Alliance of Fire Protection Districts.  The 
goal of the committee is to ascertain the 
current state of the Illinois Fire Service 
and any new needs that have emerged 
since 2002.  The data collected and 
reports generated from this process will 
be compiled into a new document to be 
presented to the Illinois Fire Service, the 
Governor, and the Legislature.

 The committee held its first meeting 
at the Illinois Association of Fire Protection 
Districts Conference, in Peoria, on June 23, 
2017. 
 Chief Mike Mavrogeorge, Chairman
 IL Fire Services Association

Illinois Fire Service 
Administrative 
Professionals

Annual Conference
September 13-15, 2017

Bloomington-Normal Marriott Hotel
201 Broadway Ave., Normal, IL 61761

Why You Should Attend 
 The Illinois Fire Service Administrative 
Professionals’ mission is to provide an 
educational channel for administrative 
support personnel, and to strive to 
obtain information so that we may equip 
ourselves to serve our departments with 
even greater skills and knowledge. This 
2-day event will feature relevant topics 
presented by informative speakers and will 
offer attendees a unique opportunity to 
network and exchange information with 
colleagues, to meet our purpose. 

SPEAKERS & TOPICS
Thursday, September 14
Sandy Hook ~ A Parent’s Perspective - 
Michele Gay
 Michele is the Co-founder and 
Executive Director of Safe and Sound: 
A Sandy Hook Initiative. Following the 
tragic loss of her daughter, Josephine, in 
the Sandy Hook School tragedy, Michele 
joined Sandy Hook mother Alissa Parker 
to establish Safe and Sound Schools as 
a national resource for school safety. 
Michele travels across the country sharing 
her message of inspiration, recovery, and 
school safety education and advocacy.

Create Powerful Presentations Part I & 
II ~ Game Show ~ Allison Barrett
 Allison has over 25 years of experience 
in payroll and has been working with 
Lauterbach & Amen since 2002. As a 
Principal and Pension Benefits Manager, 
Allison works with pension boards, pension 
fund members, the Illinois Department 
of Insurance and the IRS to ensure the 
accuracy and timeliness of pension benefit 
calculations, payments, and reporting. 
She has been actively involved with the 

Coalition for Qualified Plan Status, working 
directly with its members and attorneys. 
Allison is an instructor of sections of the 
IPPFA Certified Trustee Program and the 
IPPFA Retirement Coordinator Program, 
and has spoken at AFFI, IAFPD, IGFOA, 
IPFA, IPPFA, and NIAFPD conferences on 
pension benefits and IRS issues.

Friday, September 15
IL Peer Support Team ~ Colleen Murphy
 Colleen Murphy has been the wife 
of a firefighter for over 10 years.  Her life 
experiences have taught her things you 
won’t find on paper.  Her knowledge is 
not only power, but the much-needed 
tool it takes to beat the odds in a culture 
that often leaves loved ones with feelings 
of emotional neglect.  After studying the 
link between behavioral health and the 
firefighter’s job, she decided that sharing 
her experiences would create a better 
understanding for the loved ones at 
home and ultimately create a safer, more 
balanced life for the firefighter.  

Are we Having Any Fun Yet? Strategies 
to Prevent Burnout ~ Rita Emmett
 Rita, has worked 19 years at a 
counsel ing agenc y and has been 
presenting Keynotes and Seminars to 
businesses and organizations since 1978. 
She was the Keynote Speaker at the 
Governor’s Mansion in Springfield, Illinois. 
Rita has taught each of her topics as an 
eight-week course at Triton and Chicago 
City Colleges (was adjunct faculty at both 
for over 15 years). She was published in 
the Great Speakers Anthology in 1995, and 
has had dozens of articles published in 
magazines and newspapers.  She received 
the Business and Professional Women’s 
“Woman of Achievement” award. Every 
year she is included in the Who’s Who In 
American Education (since 1992), as well 
as Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in 
the Midwest, The World Wide Who’s Who 
of Women, and Who’s Who of American 
Women. 
 For further information or to register 
for the IFSAP Annual Conference visit 
our website:   www.ifsap.org
 An investment in knowledge 
always pays the best interest. 
 ~ Author unknown


